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(SMM IDRIS 


@ ether rainy Induirer. 
er of inquiry 


and nagontiona nt of our reli- 


gious community, came duly. It being addressed to 
the Society at lar i the writer’s is, who 

into spirit of your epistle, ith- 
standing the remotcness of Its views from our own, © 
we see the unmistakeable marks of candor, which 
always commands our respect; and we hope we shall 
succced in giving you both a'sincere and friendly re- 


F You beffin \ ho cthrovert 


our principles, arguing the -awful consequences of 
living continent lives if wniversally adopted. We 
hesitate not to acknowledge, that in such a case, 
the consequences you depict would certainly en- 
sue; bit we fail to see that the bringing to an end 
of this & great wv ng.” 

Most nominal christiangbelieve it will come to 
an end in a much less merciful way. You further 
observe: “ No one ean.conscientiously advocate any 
thing which he or she would not wish every one else 
{o»dvocate and practise.” This sentiment doubtless, 


~, 


3 
appears from your stand-point, ‘as’ an 
‘ple ‘trath; but from‘our point of there is 


‘tratW Great Avehitect hits divers ‘Bradés 
+ of “all necessary’ ti theit places, in order 
| ‘the work; and cotplete’ bull dig. 
“Let nut those whose business it is to Wotk if 
‘nid; And brick, imagine that theirs is’ a 
‘im portaitt husthess; and atrive to pall down the bri 
jayér, the plasterer, the pain ali 
to give’ the finishing of'taste and | 
‘into the mid and ‘dtad gory Uf brick making Nor 
these brick-makers im agin’, that the 
work’ ofall the other of workmen and make 
the Let every one ofeach work on 
‘in his ows calling: till the Mastershall: call to 
another grade of diity anit rot “fodlishly wish 
‘one else to advodate atid practise 
friend, we are Christians: 
‘off Josas the Christ. Tlédearly his dis- 
tinction in the condition of 
‘be sé ‘with a Wife it not 
to  théin, ‘all Hie Cannot 
they Te whon’ it is given én, *there’ béeunuchs 
thenisélvés erin for the 
sake!” thae is able ty 
‘shall he Called, bat fet chosen. Strai tis the gate, 
‘narrow ‘isthe way that, leads" to Fife, apd 
he tilt find it” Testis 


- ~ 
4 


lived ,the life that we i and.as he evidently 


did.not.belieye that mapy in, hig day, were qallified 


‘able.”’, to live the,same life, but egnsidered sugh 
ag peculiar gift of God, it is probable 
hat-so wise and good man, “ desired "that which. 


* knew, to be impossible:.and so it is, with us... We 
a 


ve this matter in the, hands, of the Great Master- 


Anowing that, none can come to,us except 


the Father draw, him; and that all in their several 
‘stati are“ Safe.in, the.hand of.one. disposing pow- 


yer” Tp what I. ave further to write, I shall be more 
in, my. remarks. without, noticing, other pass- 


in. your communication.. .Most of these who ob- 
ject. to, our, faith practice,bring forward, as you 
ave do e, the formidable charge, that we abstain 
from multiplying the. human species, They. argue 
that abstinence from marriage and, procreation, is a 
Violation; of the. laws of mature, and therefore. “a 
great wrong. This argument and conclusion, 
based. o: fact of the existence of the two, sexes, 
that nature bas furnished .them.with, reproduc- 
chive Organs). If we appeal to the laws of Nature, we 
pst, -agcertain,as far as we can, the operations of 
in, her varied, productions, ;which, we ,.see 
us: It is undoubtedly a a law.,of nature, that 
ase of the reproductive (organs) under normal 
will produce offspring ; but that. nature 


Jaw reqiring that those organs should abgo- 
dutély. be used,, is most oby vious . Ifit is a law of Na- 


tube that in every individual 


| 
being and thing possessing them, must. be used: for 


reproduction, then Nature violates herown laws: Ev- 
ery. vegetable seed: has organs of reprodaction;yand 
: every, bird.or other animal that devours such séed, tho 


aginated: by nature's laws to do so, must, according to 
‘those objecters,.. violate nature’s laws: by preventing | 
organs. being patito the only use 
they are, in their esteem, designed for. Every man 


_woman and.child, that eats. bread, and every anima! 
that deyours vegetables or seeds of any kind, would vi- 
late nature’s laws, as every kernel of graim thas 
sumed, has the, organs ,of reproduction... The fact is 
plain: Nature has no law requiring the reproductive 
organs to he used merely because they exist. Thosac- 
tifive of these.organs,to a higher use, and nobler pur- 
pose, is Vatwre's: general law. ‘Their use for ruproduc- 
tion, is incidental aud.exceptional. Nature evidently 
designed, vastly. the greater: portion of vegetable seeds 
for, the support iof animal life, and thus to pass into 


a higher grade of being,.at the. expense and destruc- 
tion, of| their use for reproduction; only reserving & } 
small proportion for reproductive purposes. 
When, the farmer raises 1000 bushels of corn does 
he feel that natare’s laws requie him to plantevery = 
ain of it, because it has the organs of reproduction? “ °°: 


This, would, indeed, be a breach of Nature’s laws, 5 : 
she evidently designed. thie greater porlion the 
support. of animal life. Nature produces more seeds an- 
nually, than there'is room, on the fer reproduc- 
tion, and more animals than the earth could furnish § 


| 


with subsistenez, if of them shoul) use their goner- 
ative powers with effect, to the extent of: their abjili- 


ty; which they should do, ifthe !awsof natate:réquire 
it. Hence millions of insevts, and: small animals; are 


every day devoured by birds and otherdargér animals, 


and are thereby prevented from producing offspring; 


and all this is done m eonforinity to nature’siléws, and 


not in violation of them. Millions of animals haying 
genera ‘ive orga: ave every year emasculated, slaugh- 
tered, and otherwise prevented by man, from using 
those organs. These animals being used ‘by him for 
food, constitute at least a pordon-of his more. refitied 
organism, and thussubserve a higher purpose inthe 
great scale of Nature: But we would ask, if the law 
of nature is violated by man ineach case of this kind? 
Ifso, why do not those sticklers, for nature’s laws, 
raise their voices against all those enormous: Violations 
as Well as against those of the Shakers,so in-¢om- 
parison., Nature's Jaws are hke the laws of God: 
He-that ofends i in point, is guilty ofall; and 
while’men violate what they call the laws of mature 
themselves ,to such an enormous extent;\we'dre led to 
doubt their sinearity; when they express so mueh hor- 
ror be causy others, as they alledge; break’them: Do 
the fishes violate the Jaws of nature, when the large 
ones dévour thé smaller? Do ‘the riads’ of #ea- 
fowls, which devour whols shoals of young fish;violate 
natute?- Who taught them to do this? Wowld iiot 
the ocean itself fail ofroom,:and subsisteney for them, 
if this were not the case?» The naturalist, Leuwen- 
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7 
heek, counted over a million of eggs in a single: cod: 
Itjean not, be 'the design of Nature that each of these. 
shou!d prodace a fish, each of which should; in its 
turn, produce ami, more, and so.on, without :sub- 


serving any higher purpose. Nature's economy, 
thi're .exis‘s. a stern necessity, that farihe greater 


portion of them, should serve for the subsistence: of 
superion grades of animal life, as well.as for the con- 
tinuencs of their own species; which would inevitably 
perish, for want. of subsistence, were it not: for this 


great: conservative! law, to check their increase. 


The time is approaching, when the ‘unrestrained 
generation ef the human spéc‘es will over populate 


the\earth. A. modern writer informs us that, our 
contains thirty two billions of-a¢res—that the present. 
population is. ene billion and! one hundred: thousand, 
and, that. this population doubles every sixty years, 
(lespite of wars and all. other calamitiés. _Atthis rate. 
in less than 300. years there. will bé only one acre. 


each, for very human being,.and in d00!yeats there 
would be about nine hamau beings for\eyery aere 
Malthus, the great po‘itical economist, in his work 
on: Popalation, says: * Population, when uncheeked, 
would be doub!ed in every generation, or ratlier, that 
it inereases in a geometrical ratio, while foodcan be 


to increase, at furthest, only in arithmetical 
ratio:.. At this rate ofiner.ase, in 500 years, popu'a- 
tion would be more than a million times its present 
nembers; but in the most favorable circumstances, 
produce ofa country could hardly he, tnifermly 


= ~ 


8 
and pérmanently, increased to 20 times its amount! 
every 500 years; which however would be only arith- 
metical 'progression,‘as compared with the geometri- 
cal increase of inhabitants. From these two differ 
entorates of imcrease, it results that pomeryut 
checks on population be constantly in action.” 

Thus, we see, ‘there must’'some where’ 
conservative principle in ‘nature, to meét this: 
gency. And what should that be ‘but the ‘d/stise of 
the reproductive organs, and the assumption’ of a: 
higher sphere, or spiritual life —the Lite’of Christ ?- 
Malthus. admits, that'“ abstinence from marriage ” 
must constitute one of those “ powerful checks 3” but’ 
what is: mere abstinence from marriage ‘Withoatthe 
religious element? There is no in hunian’ 
nature but this, powerful’ enough 'to cope with man’s: 
lust, and restrain him from ‘something ~worse’ than’ 
mere marriage. But the moment the ‘life of cotitin- 
ence is assumed frém a religious ‘motive—when a 
man makes himself a eunuch in the inne? life; “for: 
the kingdom of heaven's sake, then Christendom 
isin distress, for fear the world will come to: an'end- 

That there is an elenient of continence in the hu- 
man ‘soul, which will yet be more fully developed, is’ 
most evident.- ‘It has manifested itself, more or less, 
from the beginning of the race.’ It cropped out in. 
the community of Essenes, among the Jews, and in= 
deed, the Nazarites before them, the Theraputer of 
Egypt, monasties of all Europe and America, during» 
the whole Christian era. It may be traced ag" 


4 

i} 
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9 
the Bramins and Ascetics of the East, and has flour- 
ished for unknown ages among the followers of the 
Grand Lama in Thibet. The support of the vestal 
oirgins in the Roman temples as priestesses, shows 


_ the innate veneration ofthe human soul for the con- 


tinent'and virgin character, as connected with reli- 
gion. This order of virgin priestesses was kept up 
for, at least, a thousand years in succession. 

We believe that the time for the more perfect de- 
velopement and organization of this great consery- 
ative principle is come, and that it will operate and 
be gradually extended, in order that it may be teat 
and practically investigated, clearly understood an 
firmly established, for future and more general adop- 
tion, as it beccines more necessa 

It requires but little reflection to discover, that 
as mankind reform and comply with the sanitary 
Jaws of life and health, as viel as those of procrea- 
tion, the population of the earth will increase with 
an increasing ratio. A large majority,may then be 
reserved from the work of reproduction, in accord- 
ance with the general laws of Nature, in every other 
department of mundane life, and may pass into the 


higher or inner life, at the expense and sacrifice of | 


of the generative principle. 


What can we understand from the teaphitig of 


Jesus— “ Cut off the right hand, pluck oul the right 
eye § thus let some of the members perish’ —if it 
does not, at least imply that the use ‘ot some ofthe 
members or faculties, should ‘be dispensed with for 


10 

the salvation and spiritual elevation of the human 
soul? A late writer, referring to the above scrip- 
ture says, “ The Master seems to approve those 
who should mutilate themselves for the sake of the 
kingdom of God.” By “mutilate” he undoubtedly 
means emasculate; and this is true, tho not litterally 
so. The same is more plainly taught in approvmg 
those who “ make themselves eunuchs for the king- 
dom of heayen’s sake.” What can-show a more 
apparent violation of natures’s laws than this strong 
figurative teaching of Jesus? But think you that 
he taught their violation ? Nature teaches the 
musk-rat to gnaw off its own tail, when caught in 
a trap, to save its life. Jesus and nature teach 
men to act on a similar principle; but these acts are 
not violations of nature; for they aecord with her 
highest mandates. The power to live a holy inner 
and outer life of strict continence, will yet come to 
be understood as one of Nature’s sublimest epera- 
tions, designed to subserve the ultimate ends of 
man’s subsistence on the earth, as well as his resur- 
rection and onward progress in the spiritual life, 

Thus my friend, while yeu look upon our princip- 
- jes and practice as “a great wrong, ” tending to 

depopulate the earth, we consider them as subserv- 
ing the best interests, and ultimate existence of the 
race. A volume might be written to illustrate this; 
I can but give hints, Mankind are yet ignorant of 
Nature’s laws. They do not comprehend her sys- 
tem of checks and balances, her grand scheme of 


supply and demand, and compensation, in her vast 
domain. And therefore, with a blind fatuity com- 
mon to our “eo are found quibbling and opposing 
Nature's own p lans, while they think they are con- 


tending for andsupporting them. I find this sug- 
gestion well supported by a modérn publication, 
from which I here t take an extract. “By what au- 
thority does short-sighted man assume to determine 
what God's laws permit and what they deny? By 
what warrant does he take upon himselfto assert that 
to him alk these laws are known? The term of his life 
but a day, the circumference of his ken but a spot, 
whence derives he his commission, groping about in 
bis little span of the present, aregantly to pro- 
claim what is; and what is not to be in the illimitable 
fature? Does not history in every page pronounce 
3 condemnation of the impiety? Does not experi- 
ence rise up daily and testify against such presump- 
tiot? Not thus is it that those speak and reasow 
whom deep research has tanght how little they know. 
Ttoccurs to.the humble wisdom of such men that Jaws 
of Nature may exist with which they are wholly wnac- 
quainted. Nay, some perhaps whieh may never since 
man was finst hene to obsenve them, have been bro't 
into operation at all.”  @R. D. Owen, Foot Falls. 
p.6&) Again the same-author observes; “Ifa phe- 
nomenon actually present itself which we are tempt- 
ed to regard as a violation of nature's law, it is more 


likely, ten thousand" to-one, that a similar phenome- 


non has already shown itself more or less frequently 


12 
in the past, than that. it present itself now for the first 
time in the history of our race. ’’ (ibid. p. 82.) 
Nature’s great.law is PROGRESS, carrying up and suk- 
limating each lower grade of being to subserve the 
srade above. ‘Nature's law of reproduction is only 
a sub-law, subservient to the grand. law of progress. 
Those portions of seeds which are reserved for repro- 
duciion can rise to no higher use than merely to pro- 

agateand die! This.is an inflexible law of nature: 
They yield and transmit,.their lives to their ofispring, 
and enter into no ‘higher organizations or grades of 
being. | “That which thou sowestis not quickened 
except it die.” (1.Cor, 15; 36.) On the other hand, 
the vastly greater portion which:yield up their organs 
of reproduction, enter into nobler uses, and higher 
grades of life, forming bleod, muscle, bone, nerve, 
brain, and thus subserving, if not actually constitu- 
ting, the sublime mentality of the human intellect. 
By analogy of reason, and in accordance with scrip- 
ture, the same is true with regard to man. While 
the sexes continue to become “ one flesh,” and thus 
propagate their species, they must.remain in astate_ 
of death, as to the enjoymont ofthe higher or spirit- 


uallife. “To be carnally minded is death.” While 


men continue to follow the “ first Adam’’—the mul- 
tiplier—they cannot enjoy. the spiritual life. “In Ad- 
am_all die.” Death, as to the things and life of the 
spiritual sphere, is stamped upon all who are.in the 


generative sphere of the first Adam. “If ye live af- 


ter.the flesh ye shall die.”, Such are, and must re- 


4 ‘ 
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13 
main “dead in trespasses and in sins.” But, “In 
Christ (who never entered into the work of genera- 
tion ) all are made alive.” That is, all who are in 
Christ—in his life and spirit—are made alive. This 
is called a new life because it is distinct from, and su- 
perior to the old lifein Adam, which is death in com- 
parison. It is called “a new and living way” be- 
cause itis a new way of living, and because it is a 
more recent developement of life, and is derived from 
a new and moresublime source—from the Inspira- 
tion of the Divine Spirit, instead of the impulses of 
a mere animal nature. Those who live this life are 
called “New Creatures,” because they have forsaken 
the old seminal life of the first Adam, and entered in- 
to the life of Christ, the New man. | 
As we have had frequent occasion to speak of Na- 
tureand her laws, and may yet make further use of 
those terms, it may be well to remark here, that no 
truly enlightened mind supposes nature to be an in- 
telligence distinct from God. This term, when used 
in the aggregate or abstract, means the inherent qual- 
ities which all things possess, as implanted by the 
Creator. distinct species ofthese beings and 
things, is governed by the inherent laws of its cre- 
ation. The sun having the quality or internal ec- 
sence causing it to emit light and heat, shows this 
to be nature's law in regard to it, The earth and 
sun both ssing the laws of gravitation and at- 
traction, other laws, those of the earth’s di- 


urnal motion on aie own axis, and its orbital motion 


o = 


around the sun. And although these laws are eter- 


14 


nal, their discovery by man was never made till 
comparatively modern tim-s. | 
he law of gravita‘ion belongs to, and governs in- 
ert matter; but this law is overruled and gives place 
to the “ higher |aw ” of vital force in vegetable and 
animal life. By this law of vital force, we see the 
law of gravitation suspended. Thousands of tons 
of inert matter are daily made to move upward, and 
ascend to the tops of the tallest trees, of which our 
immense forests are at once monuments and proofs. 
This is the law of vegetable life, as is evident from, 
the fact, that the moment vitality ceases, the ascent 
of mert particles eeases: the tree decays and falls 
back under the primitive law of inert matter. ‘The. 
same is true of animal life; the blood courses in the 
veins and arteries, upward with the same facility as. 
downward, and the law of gravitation finds itself sus- 
pended and its power annulled. And besides this 
power of animal life te suspend gravitation, it has 
still higher vital forces, such as-locomotion, sensa- 
tion and instiaet, carrying it up still higher in the 
scale of being; and fitting it fornobler ends and uses 
than the vegetable. Hence in the'great scale of na-. 
ture’s-laws the vegetable life and reproductive seed- 
erms are given up to sustain the higher animal life. 
What judgment should we now form of some would: 
be philosopher, who should rail owt against all ye- 
getable vitality, declaring that it was violating na- 
fure’s law of gravitation, and 


would, if suffered to. 
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proveed, destroy terra tirma or inertia itself, and so 
bring the world to an end |. The same amusing scene 
might be acted over by our sapient philosopher, when 
he should see all animated nature devouring veget- 
ables and seeds—violating nature’s laws—and still 
worse, animals devouring the. subjects of their own 
_ animal knigdom! A kingdom divided against itself 
) cannot stand—-must come to an end! Fear not! 
_ The infinitely, Wise Author of Nature holds the bal- 

ance. All this is done in.conformity to Nature’ 

great law of Proeress, and this apparent “ diseo 

is harmony not understood.’ The same holds good 
with the laws of nature when applied to man. In 
order to Know these laws we must study man’s na- 
ture and his history; especially what has been re- 
vealed ofhim froma higher and wisersource. 
_ Man is presented to.us.in scripture, and in fact, 
asa depraved intellectual animal, and a generator 
| of his species as such. The laws of generation, with 
| the result of all they can do for, or make of him, are 
| summed up in his history of 4000 years, from Adam 
| down to the coming of Christ. From thia we dis- 
eover that itis an inflexible law of Nature, that man 
in the procreation of his species, transmits to his off 
L spring his own depraved nature, with even mare 
certainty than that of the human form. Another 
jaw of nature is, that man, while inthe generative 
order, must act upon theselfish principle. If he 
multiplies he must divide, and.an endless series at’ 
. division and isolated interests must exist. Hence, 


- 


16 

| joint interest and gengration cannot co-exist; and as 
| Dr. Dwight says: A separation of interest is a sep- 
aration of affections. In the annals of our race, men 

have made some attempts to nullify this law of na- 

ture, but never have succeeded. N ature has asserted 

her rights; and her law has prevailed. Some 600 

ears before our era, the great and. we may say good 
aiemeiion Pythagoras, tried to coalesce the com- 

munity principle with the work of generation. He 

got together some 600 men, with their wives. and 

children at Crotona, to live in community, determin- 

ed to reform and improve the race, both physically 

and morally. He taught that it is wrong done to 
offspring when parents indulge in licentiousness, 

rigidly adopted the one wife system, and the inter- 
Course was greatly restricted. Strict fidelity to the_ 

husband aud to the wife was required, and inter- 

Course, except for offspring, considered shameful, 

and strictly forbidden. Doubtless the good old phi- 
losopher expected to produce a generation of pure 

and undepraved offspring. But alas ! the inflexible 

law of nature prevailed, and “ that which was born 

of the flesh was flesh.” We never hear any thing 

more of that attempted pure generation, nor of the 
community, after the death ofits projector. Robert 

| Owen, Fourier and divers others, have made the 
same attempt in our own times, and sighally failed. 
When Jesus the Christ came, he promulgated; not 

the work of generation, but of Receneration—the 
Anastasis or Resurrection toa new and spiritual life. 


Wi 


_ This new and immortal life was*brought to light 
by his*Gospel, and the laws of nature with regard 


to this regenerative work, were clearly laid down 


and defined. The children or subjects of this Res- _ 
tease | noraye giv- 


en in marriage; but are as the angels: They can 
have nothing to do with the generation. “They are 


ofthe world even as IT vot of the 
world,” and therefore can no more generate the sub- 


jects of the world than citizens of the United States 
cam propagate British subjects" 
But we must not suppose that these newly revealed 
laws of nature, were then first enacted, and arbitra- 
vilyimpesed. Like her other great laws ‘they are 

eternal. The circumstances’ and’ consequences of 
their revealment, may have been, and doubtless were 
much medified by man’s depravity; but if'all mer 
had been and remained like Noah, who was moore 
in his generations,” or procreations, they would have 
been merely~ animal men whe could not receive 
_ the ‘things of the Spirit without fitst'forsaking . the 

the things of the flesh and entering inte the spititu- 
alsphere: This'transition from ‘the Genetation to 
the Regeneration, ‘by them “4 whom it is given” 
could and would have taken place without violence, 
if man had not become depraved: The clash and 
conflict arises from the: ition of itiman deprav- 
ity to Nature’s ‘higher law.” Henve; the introdye- 
tion of this law by Jesus the Christ and his Apostles, 
wears the appearance of war, opposition and conflict. 


- 
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A late writer says: “ Jesus decidedly taught Ce- 
libacy. The Master seemed to approve those who 
should mutilate themselves for the ki of God. 
(see Matt. 19:12.) If thy hand. or foot offend thee 
cut them off, ete. The cessation.of generation was the 
sign of the kingdem of God. * * *.- All things were: 
: thought ‘useless. which served: only to continue the 
world. Property was forbidden.. He preached war. 
| boldly against nature, a total rupture. with kin.” 


| We excuse this author for saying that Jesus preach- 
(| ed war against nature. He, liké the rest.of men, 
i who are experimentally unacquainted with Christ 
| and the nature of his kingdom, was ignorant of na- 
| ture’s higher law of spiritual and angelic life, which. 
Jesus revealed and promulgated. The teaching of 
4 Jesus must appear like war on nature, to those who 
do not-understand the things.of the Spirit... What 
else can they make of the saying; ‘‘ Think not that 
T have come to send peace but a sword ’’—to break 
up all kindred ties, so that a man’s. foes shall be 
they of his own household? Jt was the design of — 
Jesus to introduce the “Kingdom of God” on earth 
which, in its nature is distinct from the kingdoms 
of the world, having its own peculiar qualities, prop- 
erties, constitutions and laws. Hence, conformity 
to these, is as‘much a conformity to Nature’s higher i 
law, as conformity to the laws of generation is‘to a 
lower law of nature; As then the nature and ,con- 
stitution of this Kingdom of Godiare such that it can 
not admit of generation, the ceasing from generation 


by 

4 


by ‘the subjects of this kingdom, is no violation of 
‘nature's laws, but a direct fulfilment of them. The 
attempt to amalgamate the two institutions, gener- 
ation and regeneration, would, if successful, violate 


nature's laws; but itnever can succeed. It must bre 
observed, that the above mentioned hostilities and 


conflicts,are all on the part of the goncrative order 
—the opposition ofthe kingdoms of the world to the 
Kingdom of God. Jesus coerced no man: he sim- 

y proclaimed the unalterable laws of God's king- 

om, and left it to the free choice of men to enter 
into it ornot. Ifany man will be my disciple, let 
him,—Whosoever will, let him,” is tho languag: 
of the'Spirit: ‘The hatred*was allon the side ofthe 
world. “The world hateth me, because I testify of 
itthat its works are evil.” Tt:was not, however, his 
person, but his Testimony which they hated; and 
their batred theirdepravity. Itistrue 
that Jesus said, “ 


‘he Kingdom of Heaven suffereth 
-permitteth] violence,” but this was not to be com- 
nitted on outsiders, nor on any one by another,but ; 


ay each one om his own depraved habits and lusts— 
ya his whole “told: man,’ whom he is to put off— 
pucify | with his deceitful. lusts.” The disciple of 
is to 'deny[renounce] himself,” not others. 

 Itowas said of Jesus that, He knew what was in 
van. He understood human nature, knew that man 
_ossessed a two-fold life; animal and spiritual; the 
-yiritual life being so dormant as to resemble a state 
death, man as to that life, was pronounced dead. 


er 20 

Thus said Jesus, The-hour is coming. ahd ndw-is, 
when the. dead shall hear;the. voice-of:the Somof 
Man, and they that hear shalllive, . Nature hadul- 
timately designed man. to assume that nei: dife; and 
Jesus said the time had then come. Thisassumption 
as has been stated above, was a moral.and spiritual 
Resurrection; and this was the great work which 
Jesus was commissioned: to introduce: among men: 
and he clearly laid down and defined the nature and 
laws of this new life. He plainly: pointed.out the 
distinction between the new andthe old—the chil- 
dren of this world, and:the children of this newly in- 
troduced Kingdom.of Ged. children of this 
world marry, but the children of the Resurrection do 

hot marry, but aré as.the:angels, having entered in- 
to the life of Christ, which is equal to: that: of any 
angel. This indicatesthat.it is just as contrary. to 
nature for these children of God to propagate their 
species by natural generation, a8 for the angels to 
‘lo so. The subjects of this new kingdont)are repre- 
sented by Jesus as haying made themselves éunuchs 
‘or the purpose of attaining to it; and this clearly 
‘eaches that it is.as contrary to nature for thesub- 
ects of this, kingdom to propagate offspring by nat- 
iral generation, as for him:who is literally:a: eunuch 

doit. ‘This:amounts to an:impossibility; and it 
| eally is\:mpossible for the.subjects. of this Spiritual 


-ingdom: to propagate natural offspring: for, the very 
noment they consent in their hearts to the act, they 
is the way the man of Eden died—lost 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
A 


“$21 


| his spiritual life—the very day he committed thie act 


This is Nature's Law, and is as irreversabo as the 
laws of the Medes and Persians. Their « poritua 
life becomes extinct—it is a “second dei.’ | 
law of depravity i in their members has warr. sdagains 
theslaw ofthe.Lafe-giving Spirit in then minds, and 
brought them * into captivity to the law of-in and 
Deatm! The soul:that sinneth dies! He who would 
add anew member ‘to the kingdom of | od by gen- 
eration, after being * made alive in the spirit,’ is 
like the: naturalist: who seeks to discover the lite- 
principle:by ‘an incision into the heart of a living 
man: the act designed to find life extinguishes it, 
and he butcommits murder. Those whv ‘: begin in the 
spirit and end in the flesh,” murder their own souls 
long before their work of generation can be accom- 
plished. And when accomplished, instead of pro- 
a“ Holy offspring,’ it will be found to have 
been, like David of old, conecived sha- 
pen in iniqui 


The: primeval pair chow present race, pure ~ 


the banda of the Creator, tried to generate a holy off- 
one produced a murderer and lost Paradise ! 

_» Phey became:dead to the life and things of the 

init: Noah was “perfect in his generations,” yet 
his: offspring all. became idolaters in a generation or 
two after the flood. . Jesus: is said to have been be- 
gotten by a holy ghost, and Pope Pio Nino decreed 
by his bull that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was im- 
maculate; and yet he possessed all the- depravity 
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ANSWER 16 A | 


Jan bluovw ode %o on 


DEAR letter oft in quiry 
and su ggestions, for the, improv 
jons, community, came duly, : It 
to. the Soeiety at large, 
the writer’s hands, who 
returns you an answer... 
Looking into the. spirit of your. epiatle, 
ing. the Temoteness of its 
views , own, we see the. unmis- 
takeabl, af which always 
command ype we 


ving ‘Both sincere 


where, mos ‘others’ do, who 
our ,prineiples, arguing the 
awful consequences ie continent 
lives if adopter hesitate 
not to ac sonleman, ay in such a case, 
the. consequences you depict would -cer- 
tainly ensue; but we fail to see that. the 


ang 


q | 


x 
| 
| 
i 
& 
WE 
i 
4 7 
| 
‘ 
+. 
hen 


conscientio 


bringing to an end of saat” wicked world 

Most nominal c ristians believe it will 
come to an end in a much “CN merciful 

¥ 

he.or she would not wish every one else 
to advocate and practice.’ ‘Fhis_senti 


ment from stand- | 


int,’ ‘As ertible: 
of view, thiére is 119 t truth 


"Phe' Great Architect has’ divers 
of all sary Th 
places: in’ to ron the and 
Work in thé 


ind’ that “thei dll drta 
t e plast agterer,, those 


qhalitied to vive thre! (fits 


taste ornament vito ‘th 
ay of brick: inaking. let these 
ek-t kets. Hives agine, Age they’ Can do 
> 


other classes of wor 


4 


TC 


‘every to ladvodate tind 
hid tiade?’ My fridhdy wooare 
éf Jésus the! Christ:|- Helglearlyredog: 
this distinetion in theccondition of 
wien! His disviples 
him, the edseof!/the! man so 
with wife, it!is'mot-godd to tharry:! But 
He'igaid to theni, all’ men edanot! receive 
this | saying; save*'they whonr {itis 
whe 
ve’ made’ thetisélves’ eunuehs for the 
kingdoth '6fheaven’s: He 
itjoleb china» receive: it.” 
Mat. 99 “he “Many 
be but few ehoven. Straight 
gate} narrow is) the way that 
leads telifey and” few there! be “that: find 
both! advocstedand lived 'the 
tha prautive;: andiadhie evidently 
beMdvethat marry ii his dayrwere 
able” to-live' the same ‘life, 
such! bility 1as peculiar 
Ye 


te beodinpossible ; odnd! so! itis 
hindeof thd Great! Mastorbuilder,-know- 
inblthet ndne can to! the 


4 
3 
| 


6 


Father draw, him;.and in their 
one disposing. power.) (what ave 
further, to,write) shall.be) more -general 
in’ my: remazks without, noticing other 
passages in{your communication.) Most 
of those whojobject-to our faith and prac- 


formidable, eharge, that we abstain from 


multiplying the human, species, 
argue that abstinence from marriage and 
procreation, violation.of the. laws, of 
nature, therefore, wrong,’ 
This argument and. con¢lusion, are based 
on the fact,ef the existence of. the two 
sexes, and that mature has farnished them 
with reproductive, appeal 
to the laws. of. Nature, we must ascertain, 
as far as we can, the operations of Nature 
in her varied productions, whieh: we see 
It is. undoubtedly. Jaw, of 
nature, that, the; use: of reproductive 


organs, under normal,conditiens, will pro- 


duce offapring;. but, that.nature. -no 
law requiring that those, organs, should 
absolutely, be: used; is. most obvious, If 
it is a law of Nature that reproductive 
organs, in every. individual, being and 


thing possessing them, must be used for 


tice, bring 
| 


dwn laws. Every vegetable: seed: has or- 
“‘gans of and-every bird or 


‘greater portion of vegetable seeds for the 
su 


inte higher grade of » at. the i 
pense ‘an destruction 


| 
eproduction, then nature - violates» ler 
her mal that devours Secu, 
_ though. actuated: by nature's.-laws- to: do | 
80, must, “aevording | to’ 
‘violate those 
reproductive organs: from being put to 
thie ‘only: they:-are, in their 
designed for.- Every man, Woman, or ild 
that eats: bread, and every animal) that 
devours’ vegetables or of any kind. 
‘would Violate nature's laws, as evory ker- 
nel of grainp this consumed, ‘has the or- 
fact is ‘plain: | 
‘Nature ‘has no law requiring the ‘repro- | 
AT 
When the farmer ises’ 1000 bushels 


18 


‘off corn:\does -he;feel ‘that natiurels. 

-requite! ito: revety grain{ ofvit, 
‘because it has the organs df neproduction? 
This weuld,- bela foreach of, .Na- 


Jaws,-as: she, evidently. designed. the. 


for theisupport of, animal 
Nature, produees, more: seeds amnu- 
ally, them: thera.isi reomon the globe, for 
wepweductidn, andsmore animals/than. the 
idatth: could furnish with! subsistence, 
sall) of: them should|use their generative 
powers: with extent-of. their 
-ability); whichsthiey should thd laws 
= ndturerdirdquine ite, of 
inséqts; and snddll day 
by binds | other Jlargen 
(ant rare | thereby. prevented | from 
tor and bo 
-on violation: of théin. 
‘having generative! ongabtis, (are 
emasculated) siaightenddy dad, 
maing those, or 
or food: constidute 
-ser a highen the ignebt: 


e 


-of (natured byrmaniin eadl¥tase 


| 
‘| 


off this’ kind?! twhy~do not: those 
sti¢klens foro natdte’s laws) taise their! 


véices ‘against those! etiormius violationay 
Well-as! apdirst’ those of the Shakerg) 
so-few in! comparison. Nature’s lawsare> 
like the laws’ of Gody (Hie that iofferids 

in" one! "point, is! chilty and white 


vidldte What they laws-of 


natire'to sath an endrmious “extent them-=’ 
selves, wé ure’ led to doubt théir sin 


when ‘thep'expresi! so horror) bes 
cause’ Others;ias they allege) break! them) 


Do'the ‘fishes* viotate’ the laws of natire) 
when'the latgd ones’ devour the! smallér? 
dsoof sea-fowls, "which de.! 
vowr whole 'whoals ‘of yount fish, violate 
nature Who them +o do! this?! 
Would not the-ocean “itself tail of room! 
and ‘subsistence! for|them, if this were 
the|‘case? «Phe naturalist, 
counted over of [eggs tin! single! 
Ttean tot be the design’of Nazi 
titre 'that! Gach of thesé»should produces: 
fish) edeh! of! Which *shotild) it its turn: 
out ‘stibsérving: any (higher In 
nattire’s “economy; there’! Exists’! a! stern: 
thet fer the ‘¢redter portion 


should serve‘ for the isubsiktence of 


10 


superior grades of animal life, as well as 
for the continuance of. their, own species; 
which ‘would: inevitably perish for want, — 
of subsistence, were it: not fer: this great. 
conservative law,/to check. their, increase. 
The time'ts approaching, when the un- 
‘restrained generation’ of the human. spe- 
cies will over-pojnelate. the earth. modern 
writer informs us that our earth contains 
thirty-two billions of acres—-that the pres-. 
ent population is one billion and one hua. 
dred t nd, and: that; this. population 
doubles every sixty: years, deapite of. wars. 
all other: calamities. . At-this. rate, in, 
less than 300) years, there will, be only 
one acre each for every human being, and 
in 500 years there would be! about nine 
human betags ‘for every acre!) 
Malthus, the great: political economist, 
in his work.dn Population, Popu-. 
lation, when-unchecked; would: be. ed 
in, every generation, or rather; |that it in- 
creases in 4 geometrical ratio, while food. 
can be made to increase, at furthest, only. 
in arithmetical ratio: At this rate.of in- 
_ crease, in 600 years, population would be 
more than-a million-times its. present num- 
bers; but in the most favorable circum- 
stances, the produce of a country could 


life, the 


ti 


uniformly pe perma 


to 20 times “its amount: eve 
arithmetical 
the géometrical® inhabitants! 
From thesé two different rates of 


it that powerful checks on population 


muist-be Lonstantly traction! 


“Phir, there’ pias 


oxist conservative prineiple ‘in natare, 
to'meet this xigéney.. ‘And, what should 
that be but the ‘disuse of the reproductive 
organs, ‘and: the. assumption  of-'a higher 
or ‘spiritual life—the Life of Christ? 
admits, that “abstinence from 
must! constitute one of those 
*powertul checks’; ” but what isi mere 
abstinepce from marriage without the re- 
ligious element?’ There ‘is no principle 
in human nature but this, powerful enough 
to cope with man’s lust,-and restrain ‘him 
from something worse than mere marri 
But the moment the life’ of continence is 
assumed-from @ religious motive—when a 
man makes himself a eunuch in the inner 
of heaven's sake,” then 
all Christendom is in distress, for fear the 
world will come to an - 
_ That there is an element of: continence 


ere 
7 


- 
| 

‘ 


the human spul, whieh will yeti bejmoxe 
Hy. deweloped,.sis anost exident...-d¢shas 
wself, more. or «thre 


the 


Ws, indeed, the Nagarites ; re 
the Theraputee, of Egypt, and,the 


monastics of alk America, 
during the-whole Chaistian-era, 


be traced amongithe Braminsand Ascetics 
of the Bast,| aud flourished ;for,un- 


known,.ages the\ followers. of; the 
Grand Lama. Thibet.. (The support-of 
the: westal -wiryind jin, thé Roman; temples 
as priestesses;-Shows the 
of the} human, sow: for, the, coritinent-and 
virgin icharacten,! a8 ,cohnested; with, re- 
ligion; priestesses 
was, kept up fer, 
Wei beheve that time for Ahe more 
perfeet, development, and .organization of 
this, great ,conserviative ; pringiple is|eonre, 
and. that it will operate, and, beigradually 
extended, ih drder;that it-may besfadly. and 
practically . investigated, 


stood, and firvaly | established;.for, futame 


and more general adeptionyas iti bepomes 


nity .of, the 


| 


sig 

ense fo, have 
e fi 


‘ 


Ply. wa 


mankind stigll have became spiritually fa 
sia tum, of, society, 
‘ake the early rz 
idly ?, mothers haye bean broker 
ds 
nf , 
2 


of 


at the wse 

faculties, should He: dispensed 
with for ‘the atid’ elevd. 
tion of thé" soul? “A date writer, 


f bo t 


for the sake 
u and 
this is true not so. The 
same is more plainly ht in approvi 
those who for 
the kingdom, of ‘heaven's sake.” What 
can show a More a arent ‘violation of | 
Nature’s Iaws than this ative 
— of Jésus? thi you that 


| 
| 
| 


19; 
taught their, violation? Nature. 
mousk-rat.to gnaw, off its own tail, when 


of 


caught, ina Cy ia esus. 
and op 
wil yet gne of 
atate’s designed: 


to. subsery, ima 0 
resurrection and 


compel “ayslem of 
checks and and balances, grand SC heme ey 
supply and, demand, and 
h vast domain; and, there a 


found quibbling and, opposing Nature’s 


own while they think t ACY. 


tady 
wh 


give Man. 


> 
My, 
nding > > the earth, 
existence oO Ait: | 
* 


16! 


| e but “ile Atice iy’ 


| of thé’ 
| 
Nati 
» 


MAU ai 
i 
ally préagent it 


“helio “tb the! frade" above. | 
Nat 1s only 


whith” ip ‘their’ reprodue 
| obler! and ‘his 
dds Fife forming blood} 

- 

lana in with’ scrips 


if! 

is’ ter’ thousand’ to 

elf now fot 
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| ture, the,same, is true with regard ito.man.. 
they: of death, as. 
to the enjoyment ef the higher or, spin 
life. be, eaxnally. minded 
While men continue to follow the 
Adam” —the. cannot. gn- 
«| 


joy the spiritu all die.” 
Death, as) fomthe things. and Aife., the, 
i spiritual; sphere, is, stamped, upon all who, 
are..in the. generative sphere; 9f.the first. 


Adam., live, after, the flesh, ye. 
shall die." Such and myst remain, 
trespasses,and Dut, 
‘dn entered into the: 
of generation) all are, made: heme? 


That is, al. who are As if 
and spirit—are madoalive.., This is.called 


a. new life, because it is distinet from,,.and,, 
superian to, the old lifejn ig. 
death in comparison, It ig;¢alled ‘ta.new 
| and living, way.’’—-hecause itis @.new way, 

evelopment of; life, «— 
a-new and, more sublime source-—from the 
Inspiration, of ‘the, Divine Spirit,, instead - 
i the impulses of a mere animal nature. 
who: live this life are galled New 


~ 
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Creatures,” ‘because the foriake 

é life’ of Christ, ‘Kew 


‘otic deni ico aad 


Naturé’ atid ‘her liws; and’ ma if 
itiaké’ further ‘use of those’ ‘terns,’ 
well remark here; trily 
htened mind ‘natire be 
Nigetive distinct from God: oThI& 
when used’ in (the aggregate or ‘ab- 
stract, means the inherent qtalities which 
ath’ distinet ‘speties ‘Of these 
things, is governed by the in- 
Taws of its’ creation! ‘ The'stn hav- 
g the quality‘or internal éssefice causi 
. it tb émit light arid heat, shows this to 
natare’s ‘law egard to it. The earth 
‘and sun both possessing the laws of ion 
tation and ‘attraction, ‘develo 
those of’ the-earth’s diurnal: 
own axis,‘ ard its ‘orbital motion 
the’sun! ‘And ‘although these ‘laws are 
etérnal; thei? discovery by man was never 
made till comparatively modern times. 
he law’ of gravitation belengs. to, ‘ala 
inert matter; but this law is over- 
and — place to the — law” 


‘ 


! Apwand, and 


gRASLS 


some would-be 


tons of inert matter 
tt 
of LW 


reste are,at,pnge mop 
dent;from, 


‘the pr tixe, malar 


ying, 4t  the,, seale, af 


being, ang, fitting ex) an 
MENS ble; ; Henge, in, 
reat, scale e veastable 
sale and reproductive seed-germs are 
that, judgmen', nowy; Loxm 
i sh 
Tail opt, against; all, veg 


tion, suapend 
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of, gravitation, and (would, suffered. to 
proceed, idestrey terra, 
itself, and, #0; bring, world 


The,game amusing; 


GREss, and this apparent dasoond 44 


study man’s natune atid ais 


Man, inipresented and 
in, fagt, as 

The laws of, generation, with the mesultiof 
all they can, do make of; daim, are 
tp im his, history-of| 
Adam down, to the; comingof Chrigt 


claring that it was Violating 


goed with, thedawecé 
to. man, orderjte,know, these laywsy we 


especially) what, has, begn reveals | 


hoki flividled, agaanat at 
stand; ta.an end)... not! 


more eettait 


ist. 


| 


‘From ‘thia'we discover that it is an inflex> 


ble law'of Nature, that’ maw, in the 
of: ‘his “spécies, traivemite to his 
offspring ‘his! own depraved ‘nature, with 
thair'that of the ha- 
form! ‘Another law of nature is, ‘that 
‘net ifish Cl 
‘Hence; interest‘ and: generation 
éan 116t) do-exist; and as Dr) Dwight says: 
A separation of interest is 4 separation of 
affections: -In'the‘annals‘of our race, men 
have made some attempts to nullify this 
Jaw of ‘nature, but*never have succeeded. 


‘Nature’ ‘has: asserted her ‘rights, and her 


Jaw has prevailed: Some'600 years before 
ourera, the cand! wé may say good 
philosopher, javoras, tried tomake the 


community prinei le coalesce with the work 


of generation. fie got together some 600 
‘men, ‘with! their wives and ¢hildren. at 


‘Crotona, to live 'in community, determined 


to reform and improve the race, both - 
ysically' and morally.’ He taught that 
1s is wrong done to offspring when parents 
‘iw licentiousness, rigidly adopted 
e-wife system, and the intercourse 


| 


was greatly restricted. -Striet fideltty to 
the husband and-.te the wife was required, 
and intercourse, except. for effepring, con- 
sidered shameful, a forbidden. 


Doubtless fhe. good old phak 
pected. to, preduce’ a generation of 


and an rings | 
inflexible ture prevailed, aad 


was..born of the 


then nor ofthe com 
munity, afte its projector. 
Robert Owen, Fonrier,.and divers others, 
have made; the, same, attempt eur. 

Jeaua the Christ pro- 

mulgated, not the.work: of generatian; but 

of REGENERATION—-the Anastass or. Resur- 
rection to a new and spiritual. life. bat. 

- This new and immortal life was brought 


to light. by./his Gospel, and) the laws of 
nature with regard to this regenerative 
work, were clearly;laid down. and defined. 
The children, or, subjects. of this, Resurrec- 
tion. “neither, marry. [present tense}) nor. 
are given in- Marri bat areas the. 
angels.’ They can have nothing. to do 
with the generation. “They are mot. of 
the world even as [Jesus}.am- not of the 
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of the United! States aan propagate British: 
But dappose! thevel 

naeted ahd posed)! 
hey ther 14 we! 
nd ‘ebnseqtténées of thet 
revéhlinent; ftiay have Heer, doubtle 
bittif-a hiad been renin 


whe was “perfect! tn he 


mefely y good vole’ | 


fivet forsaki flesh aha! 


transition the: to the Re 


have taken but) 

fh had hob Weodme deprived: 
These lative froth “the 
ition of depravity'te Nuture’d 

Fence, the intrédiction of 

Apostles; this! appeatitide of “Wat” 


dbbidedty! 


eternal “The! 
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Aaught; celibacy: ithe, Master 
appreve. these, who, dhem- 
for the:kingdom efi Ged... (See, Matt. 
12.) Rand (or foot offend thee, 
cut Ahem off, cessation afi genena- 
ih Was the-sign of; the Kingdon» af God. 
Adkthingawene: thought useless 
Which openveds; the. would. 
-Rropextyiwas iprbidden. -He preachediwar 
DW author. fon 99 yang 
that; Jesus pinesghed against 
tHe like the,xeat of men who exper- 
imentelly; unacquainted, with Gbmat, aj 
ithe nature Was, 
angelic 
lide, J and, prohiulga- 
like War. onl teythdse 
iandanstand: the thig gs oft tho 
:else ean they make-ef thesdyangs ‘Think 
snot. that hayeidome to senil, peace, ata 
otto up) #0 
hate fees Shall be they, of: 
vbouse hplda; «bhi to 
of emenrth, 


Mal nature, ia distinct the a 
World) had ngi nate iawn } 


_ and laws, conformity to these, ts 
as much a conformity ‘to Nature's 


law) as Gonformity ‘to! the Jaws of 
tion is'té'a lower law-of iabure. 


the nature and vonstitution this Kin 


dom of God ate-such that it can not admi 
-of generation,’ the ifrdva generation 
by the» this kingdoni is no! vib- 
lation of nature's laws; Gat ao divéet fulifl- 
went of then, The attempt te amalgamate 
the two institutions, gene¥ation afd regen-— 
eration would if suecéssful, violate nature's 

laws; but: it |Wever can | 
be that’ the ‘above’ mentioned 
hostilities and conflicts, are'all on the part 
of the ve order—_the opposition of 
the kingdoms of the world to the Kingdom 


Jesus coerced no'man: he sim 


iméd ‘the ‘unalterable laws of God 
the free ¢hvice of 


will be . W hosdéver 
wilt let of the Spirit. 
-'The-hatred was all on ‘the side of the world. 


“Phe ‘hateth ime,’ bdcauise I testify 


however,! his person, ‘bat his ‘Testime 
which they hated; and their hatred spra 
‘om this depravity. It is true that Jesus 


| 
A, 


snid, ‘The Kin of Heaven sufforoth 
[permitteth}...vi this, was,not 
to be-commni on outsiders, (OR, Any 


gnother, ecb, on en- his 
-lusts-—on_ his 


raved. habits 
whale old.man,” whom héis;to 
iple of, Jesus. ny. {renounce} 
himself,” not others Ablide 
It was.said., ef, Josus. that, He: 
what wasinjman, .He,nnderstood human. 
nature; knew that man posgessed 4 trve- 
fold life, and spiritual ;, the spirit 
ual. life: ‘being. so: dormant,as to, resemble 
a state of death, man,.asi te that, life, wag 
ronounced, dead... Fhus said. Jesus, The 
is coming and now is, when the. dead 
shall of the, Soa of .Man, 
assume 
that- new. life, and; Jesus, said the time had 
 then.come., | This assumption jas has. been 
stated above, was;a,moral and, spiritual 
Resurrection; and this; ;was,; the, great 
work which, Jesus was commissioned to sl 
introduce among men: and. -he¢learly laid 
down, and. defined. the mature.and laws. of 


this-new) life, He: plainly: pointed, out the 
distinction. -between the new. the old / 
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this! riéwly Kingdom 


bet the’ of wile 
Ravitig’ mice ‘Chris 
| Which i oftany angel: “this 
ture for these children of' Gol to 
spedies by ‘natural 

| hew represented by 


ofilattaining to its! and 

thet itis as. contrary 


is le for sub 
jects of this! spiri ingdlont prope: 
the hearts bo the 
they die! the way the Mian of 
His spiritual Tife+the 
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me 


member 
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OF hi 
rdey their own shtils: lone ‘Before’ thei 


And Fished: instead of 
to‘ have! 


dont 


pritheval Hair of our presetit race: 


‘they the life. dnd things 
Noah perfect th thts 


a 
wee 


ghost, and Pope Bio; Nino, de- 


life, of the f resur- 
this inspiration, “of the 


of Gogy raases, aboye the ele- 


ments which govern tt cartial, man in 


be, elevated and 


supported above the elements. of .genera- 
ion, than. inert, can, counteract. the 
w of gravitation,, ..W hen. primitive 
on the. tecost, were 
thus divinely inspl enly, was 
the strong hand of,avarive or, acquisitive- 
ness‘ rent, asynder,.and all,.property., dis- 


claimed and devoted the, ! 
wife, and ;all . 


severed, stronger. attraction of the 
highers.and., holier relationships. of the 
pirit—Sons,, Daughters: of .God— 


Br ethren and. Sisters, in..Christ, without 


partiality or respect of persons. . 
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we Have rent 
“wearied: ‘your paticniee, and thorgh what 
we have written may ‘not convinee yor of 
the, correctness and! ith of eur pdsition, 
‘it-inust; we think, satisfy you ‘th we can 
“never with’ your proposition with 


‘regard tu the of ‘propaga 

'p béd You fail to see 
that we ¢re'wholly disqualified to’ gener- 
ute, either’ a pure ‘or depraved 
after the flesh. “If we enter into 'the 

‘of Creation ‘propagition, it be in 
the realm of Mind, tiowlding ‘and forming 
men’s hearts, lives, and affections, in ‘eoh- 
formity with the chatncter of Christ.’ «If 
any man-be in conformity to Christ he is 
New Creature,” And 
there is a New Création. 

We, however, heartily agree with your 
views of the unbounded abuse of the gen- 
erative order and its evil consequences on 
the race; and also your idea of the licen- 
tious consequences of the filthy custom 


which so univetsally of. 
and wives constaytly 


The ancients did on 80. e read: 
Abraham’s tent and Sarah’s tent, of Je. 
cob’s tent and Rachel and Leah’s tents. 
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TO THE READER. 


THE followitig cortespondence grew mit of a vis- 
it, made September 5th, 1867, by a very respectable 
and pious OUTSIDE SISTER, M 


a 
it seems, contracted a remarkable attachment to 
Sarah, as will be seem by ing the correspond- 


read 
ence hay to be ur ow 
en res of.) Holy 
‘in teaching a primary school. She returned home 
soon after her call at Union V , and the first 
con n Warren 
county, Onioy folding he Shakers. 
Of we shall first give a copious extract. 
Then follow a letter of inquiry from Mary to 
Sarah, from which liberal extracts are given; and 
Sarah’s answer in full is subjoined. A second let- 


ter from Mary, with still, more important questions 


and objections, and their answers by Sarah. This 


is followed by a third letter from Mary, acknow]- 


edging » with, ents 

As the questions put ae 
are very by é€arnes uirers in 
our principles, the editor conceived that if printed 
in the form of a tract and given to the public, it 
might see, yp eri the necessity of writing so many 
individual letters, and be as emerge: yo! to many 
other minds as to our. Sister Mary. I lonly add 
that her full and free consent was generously given 
for publishing this correspondence, and for the use 
of her name. Tue Epiror. 
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| poy Ua ai toy 
VISTL.TO SHAKER SETTLEMENT: 


East, but mot lenst, es up the 
of my: visit bo the Shaker That a 
leaf in merhoty to which Ishalleften turn. T ha 
e trees laden en —eve 


backed, soft-eyed cows, themselves ofthe 

ways of their kee —the rich, pure 

milk drawn from their udders by the P young 

Shakeresses; the young brother who on be- 

fore us, showing us stock (and with an air of 

out his best) with his broad-brimmed 
at, 


t, rosy ch and —— black eyes,—all 
these things make a t pic that will never 
e. 
“As I passed from one to another and saw the 
calm, happy on could = but 
nner lives,—what of their hopes an 
“As these things crowd my mind the fall, slen- 
der figure’ of SisreR SARAH comes up before me, 
Her kind, motherly ways Eye the confidence 
to ask what I would. é told how, at seven 
ears of age, her mother had brought her from the 
r-off hills of Vermont, and laid her an offering 
upon God’s altar, consecrating her to His ‘service. 
Fitty years have passed since then, and her testi- 
mony now is, ‘Tam mele. What a lesson for th 
worlding! I seanned that ‘placid face; no 1 
of discontent was there; no hatd drawn lines had 
settled round any of the features, but a Peaceful, 
y expression, telling of the beauty of her life. 


h 
As? looked at her I wondered if, when: fifty-three 


o 
ne pstantial ensant built houses; the cheerfu 
wavs of the well-ord families ;' the great broad- 


rs of my life had passed, I should be able to 
rthe same testimony. And then I said to her: 
‘Have you never in all these long years longed for 
the pleasures of the world?’ With an eye beaming 
with truthfulness and a voice full of sweetness, she 
said: With. testimony I 
was led to believe what I had never thought before 
that the Shakers are a happy people. All that I 
» At is surely no! convent life 
| ; mo dark vaults or 
; no high walls or grated: windows. 
hearts are a firm but 
e. ready obediene from all.gives birth to 
e good order.and hap | 
eool rooms, see- 4 6 

the happy faces and hearing the cheerful voices | 


Oa ng hungry; but as I am of the earth, 
sweet. Graham; Bread and golden: butter, the fresh 
milk, cakes, pies and fruit that were set: before. us. 

nd. tee here, was such a delicate teness in | 
he offering of this lunch, almost making us. feel 

t it wap by accident while we knew it was place 

ere especi forus, (After feasting on these good 
things, we were led back to the reception room by 
gent e Sister Sarah. I» could not but express my 

ankfulness for -kindness she had. manifested 
and the pleasure I had realized, and looking into 
her clear, calm eyes, I onged for a piace in her love 
and memory; and when I asked her to grant me 
this boon, bright 2 petherad in. those soft eyes, 
and she bent over and imprinted a fervent kise on 
my face. Ishall never forget. the pleasure of those 
sweet lips; and like,the child whom the great. Napo- 
leon kissed must ever keep that spot sacred. I do 
not know that it was so, but I shall ever cherish the 
idea that when the dewy tears gathered in those soft 
eyes and that warm kiss was given, there went up a 
tet Med for my eternal welfare, Be that as it may, I 
shall ever pray for one who was to me so kind, and 


I thought, XO, what a homeifor the hungry, what a 
| unromantic 


- lonely, hours, and I often exclaim, ‘Ob 


look: forward toothe time when J:shallrest;-beside 


the Riveriof Lifeiand hold sweet conversé with the 


tle spirit of Sister Sarah. un Bh 


EXTRACT FROM MARY'S FIRST LETTER. 


think, this an ia- 
trusion, but. believe me. itis no idle curiosity, but a 
friendly, feeling, and a desiré to know more of you 
and of your people and doctrines. | 
“You will pszemember my visiting you last 
summer’, long, desired to visit your 
le to see. and know for, myself what I had so 
long heard of, To say ag was pleased is useless, 
can never express the gratification I experienc- 
ed: from, that visit, I shalh ever look forward with 
pleasure toa second coming, and I shall look back 
n it. with the same feeling. I, think of itas one 
the green spots in the desert of life. Your well-or- 
dered, happy. homes. often rise up before me in my 
for such a rest 
from the din and, bustle of, the world|! I need not 
say that you are spared, much ‘that. is ve and 
trying to the spirit, . No doubt you have your trials, 
but they are not as, ours.,, Have you any objections 
to answering a. few questions which I wish to ask ? 
What were the reasons that these good men and 
women had for.retiring from the busy. world an 
leading the life they do.?.. What.reason do you give 
for dissolving the ties, of husband. and wife, parent 
and child,—the ties which we consider of all others 
the most. binding ?..Then, again, what:reagon can 
ou gt e for, men and women living ‘in celibacy ? 
arriage was appointed by God: by it the human 


iv 
~ raee is, propagated; Perhaps you will think I should 
heliewe me, it 7 


not ask these questions, bu 
curiosity that leads to the asking them. * 


< 


-reply to detter, recogn 4 

after truth, I shalt greatly 
leased and indebted to Fhe Please write and 
Gress Mary F. Carr, of Mt. Holy City, New Jersey.” 


“Dear SisteR Mary pray talk not of 
tintrusion? You cannot tell how giited I was to 
receive your friendly and very interesting letter. I 
was pleased tobe informed of your health and of 
your safe arrival home, and above all, that you feel 
so deep an interest in'us and our ous principles 
as to induce you to culttvate a further acquaintance 
and to inquire more ‘strictl into our doctrines and 
the reasons of the life we live. We feel it a duty 
to ‘be ready always to give an answer to every one 
that asketh @ reason of the’hope that isin us’ But 
per can not pretend to answer 
hodox style, but will endeavor 
o give you true and simple answers according to my 
ou ask 
CWhat were the reasons these good men and women — 
had for retiring, from the busy world and leading 
the life they do?’ ‘No other reason or motive than 
a purely réligiows one,—an intense desire to live pure 
and lives,—in ‘a word, desire “to become 
true ristians, — followers of Jesus. Not 
merely ‘outward followers, ‘but to gain and pos- 
acess his iiner Wife, —his t. ‘Efi any man have 


by our ‘wath te He walked? 1 John 2:6. You 
next ask: |‘ What reasons do you give for dissolv- 
ing the ties of husband and ‘wile, and child, 
_the ties which ‘we consider, © all others, the 

most binding?’ Perhaps you’ will understand me 
as thoroughly as any other answer I could give, 
were I to Say, We: ve those ties for similar rea- 


id 
Se 
» 
. 
é 
‘ 
. 
- 
not the pirit-¢ Ay us 
it) will be manifest in 


and life. 

‘wedded: to Ghrist,_-when he gets a taste of Di 
unselfish love,—when he feels that same sacred 

holy tie of love to Christ in his true members,—in’ his 
brethren and. sisters. in Christ,—-he is weaned from 
all partial, sensuel and Jower loves, and gives his 
whole heart-and all his. faculties) to the’ ding up 


reli 


} er e 


romise is fulfilled. The 
Christ. ultimately devel- 
of the affections, and. 

follow it 


is my prayer in to 
rding’ to the apirit of the 


world to. propagate its species; but the spirit and 
work of ist and of Christians, who are one with 
him, is to save those that are propagated. Andthey 
have! businéss enough of their own, without 
dling with that of the world; out.of which they are: 


A 


man ‘forsakes father and mother 
and to a wife,’ :He. has outgrown his 
childiah and. boyish affections. ‘and. ties, and. looks 
q doubt divine, spiritual life of | 
paratively low'ties and relati the Obris- 
relations.,of the. work, ss. professing «Christians | 
them happher or better’ 
— children, houses and lands for H 
to. become! His as he required, 
if andi its would afford them 
ents? » , our Savior 
of gospel relations in exehange the | 
follow ens ; and to 
| 
| 
| 


Hed and chosen. ‘Comé ye out from among 
m.’—‘I have chosen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you,’ saith the Savior to His 
followers. So, then, as it is the law ‘of the first 
Adam, and the propaga order to ‘forsake father and 
mother and cleave to the J it is the law of Christ 
and His order or institution, to ‘forsake father and 
mother, wife and children,’ for Christ's sake 
and the . Luke 14:2, &c.- Of course, if any 
of these relations choose to go with the Christian 
into the higher spiritual life of Christian love, they 
will be embraced in that impartial love on equal 
terms with others, The 
love, not requiring us to love our ne relations 
less, but to love others more, and all on a different 
and higher principle, It is such as hate and 
reject Christ that are to be forsaken, and even they 
are still to be loved and’ prayed for. We can only 


_’ know the spirit of Jesus by teac and exam- 


e, till the same spirit takes its abode in us and 
. mes @ saving power. On & ce occasion, 
Jesus was teaching an ee ‘mostly of his disci- 
les, and some one informed jm that his mother 


ie brothers stood without desiring to see him. He 
did not do as the spirit of the world would have dic- — 


tated; he illustrated his teachings a his example. 
He asked, ‘Who is my mother? an 

brethren?’ and he stretched forth his hand toward 
HIS DISCIPLES, and said: ‘Behold my mother and 
my brethren! Whosoever doth the ofmy Fath- 
er in Heaven, the same is my mother, and 
brother.’ Mat. 12:48, &e. .Thus He rejected all mere 
fleshly ties,"and gave His disciples a practical lesson to 
do the same. He owned no parental relations except 
those of a spiritual nature. With him the mere 
fleshly relations of the world were nothing; those of 
the kingdom of God ee On another acca- 
sion Jesus assured His iples ; ‘that there is no 
man that has left house or parants or brethren or 
wife for the kingdom of God's sake, who shall not receive 
manifold more # this present time, and in the world to 
come life everlasting.’ Take 18:28. In Mark, 10: 
the things to be ved and enjoyed in this presen 


who are my | 
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life, instead of those forsaken, are more particular] 
ified.. ‘Houses, and brethren, and sisters, an‘ 
mothers, and children, and lands,’ Now, as all the 
names of relations here mentioned as being restored are 
the names. of spiritual relations, we must see that ‘wife,’ 
though mentioned among those to be forsaken, is 
not named among those to be restored, because it is 
_ the name of a carnal or fleshly relation,—a relation 
not known to the kingdom of Heaven or Church of 
God. In view of these sayings and doings of Jesus 
Christ, and more that might be mentioned, we think 
the ‘What reason have we for 
the ties of husband and wife,’ is the same as to 
Ww 


hy we have become practical Christians;—real . 


followers of Jesus Christ. We have dissolved those 
ties because He required it of all that would become 
His disciples— Luke 14;26,-—because our spiritual 
natures demand it,—because we hungered and thirst- 
ed for righteousness, and were totally dissatisfied 
with, our. own earthly, sinful, sensual lives, and be- 
cause we longed for a higher, holier inner and outer 
life than. could be found in any of the earth rela- 
tions. I know itis as you say, that those natural 
ties ‘are, of all others, the MosT BINDING.’ And it 
is a sorrowful. fact that they bind too many from 


entering into the more ha relations of the King- 
dom of God. vse 


“You further ask what reason I can give for men © 


und women living in celibacy. This question, I 
think, has been already in some measure answered, 
and much more might be said on the subject; but 
the very best reason we can give is, that Jesus, who 
was set as an example, that we should follow His 
steps, did set us this example, and encouraged us by 
the promise of all the blessings of earth and Heav- 
en, of time and eternity, to follow him in this thing, 
--to forsake wife or husband,—forsake ALL for His 
sake and the Gospel. You add: ‘Marriage was ap- 
_ pointed by God,—by it the human race is propagat- 

ed.’ So it was appointed by God, and so is celibacy. 
The first was given to the old man, Adam,—the 
second to the New Man, Christ. Therefore Christians 


— 9g — 
‘ 
° 

| 

| 

| 

| 

~ 


are required to ‘put off the old man with his deeds, 
and put on the new man, which according to God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness.’ “The 
first man (Adam) is of the earth, earthy; the sec- 
ond man (Jesus) is the Lord from Heaven; and az is 
the earthy, 80 also are they that are earthy; and as is the 
heavenly, So also are they that are heavenly.’ See Ist 
Cor., 15:47, 48., &c. . That is, the followers of the first: 
Adam are like him, and the followers of the second 
man (Jesus) are like him. ‘No man‘can serve two 
masters.’ And now, sister, you say, ‘Perhaps I think 
A should not ask such things.’ But indeed I do 
ink you should ask just such things, and as man 
more as you may feel an interest in asking; and if, 
in my broken and fragmentary way, I have satisfac- 
torily answered you in any one point, I shall be 
pleased. If I have fafied, do try me again. Tell me 
ne the lack is, and I will try and do better next 
e. 

‘Dear friend, you speak of ‘looking forward to a 
second coming.’ Be assured we shall be exceeding- 
‘ly pleased to see you at any time when it may suit 
your convenience to give usa call, and we hope it 
may not be long. I shall be glad to continue a cor- 
respondence with you as long as you may feel an 
interest in it, and shall look for an answer to this in 
y due time, Truly your friend, 


SARAH.’’ 


MARY’S REPLY TO THE ABOVE, 


““PDEAR SISTER SARAH :—Your letter came at a 
time when it was most needed. It came ata time 
when I felt that I needed something to cheer and 
comfort. It came when I was worn and weary,— 
weary in spirit as well as in body. I was longing 
for something to change the current of thought. 
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much sumtpethy - The soul-pangs which you seem 
to forbode, m pawns from your present condition to 
a higher spiritual life,—the life of Christ,—can no 
more be avoided then the pains of parturition in the 
ease of a natural birth, Hence our separation and 
deliverance from the fetal condition of our natural 
and worldly life is called a dirth by our Savior. We 
must be born out of the world state into the Christ 
state. ‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit. Marvel not 
that I say unto you, ye musi be born again.” John, 8:6-7. 
But sister you lack faith.. You , ‘It seems to me 
there is so much of the earth, earthy, about me, that 
I never could lead the pure life your faith calls for, 
and yet I see it in all its beauty.’ It is well that 
you should have both a lively sense of your world 
condition, and of the purity of the true Christian’s 
life; but it is not well that you should dispair of the 
ae of Christ to deliver you from a sinful state. 
he apostolic faith is, ‘Through Christ’s strengthen- 
ing us we can do all things.’ That is all things 
necessary to work out our salvation and separation 
from the world and its evil influences, But faith 
as our Savior said, is like a grain of mustard, small 
in the beginning and must have time to grow, and 
if it grow it must be cultivated. We must receive the 
truth in the love of it, and increase faith by living 
right up to its requirements. Our Savior said, ‘If ye 
do whatsoever I command you, then shall ye know of 
the doctrines.’ Thus it must be practically worked 
- out, ‘For faith without works is dead, being alone.’ 
You say that in your former letter you had intent- 
ed to ask if we believed in the divinity of Christ 
but conclude from my letter that we do, and that 
your faith and ours is nearly alike on that subject. 
do not know your views well enough to verif 
your conclusion. There are many shades of differ- 
ence among the various sectaries on this question, 
and though we would answer in the affirmative, yet 
we are aware that our views are not strictly ofthe 
dox. « We believe in his divinity, and we als» atrict- 
ly believe in His humanity. 
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ask: "Do tegard all as lost sinners who 
are not of your faith?’ We regard all sinners as | 
lost. But if you mean od ‘lost sinners’ those that are 
doomed to eternal perdition, then we answer in ‘the | 
negative: we do not 80 regard them. When Jesus 
sent out His disciples to’preach, He said: ‘Go to the | 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, * * ° for the 
Son of Man is come to save that which was lost’ ,— 
to save ‘lost sinners’ from their sins, So we have ' 
the parable of the ‘lost sheep, (Luke 15:46,) and ofthe | 
“Prodigal Son, ‘For this my son was dead and is 
| alive again; he was le and is found.’. Whoever, | 
| * then, has found Christ, or rather is found of Him, 

) and saved by Him from sin, no matter where he is pe 
Jocated, even to the farthest verge of this green earth, 

‘he is not lost. Jesus came to save those that were 
already lost.— the whole race,—not merely such as 

were in danger of Se - 
“Again you ask: ‘Do you believe yours to be the 

only true way, the only safe way to the better land?’ 
We certainly believe so‘ The loss of man is substan- 

tially one, and the way out of that loss isone. We 
‘have no faith in a multitude of ways, schemes and 
‘fospels, all of man’s inventions, for though there be 
ords many and eS ett yet to us there is but 
ser eng, one Gospel, one Lord, ome faith and one 
sm. 

reference to my former commmunication you 
make this remark: ‘You say Christ gave us (by His 
life) an example of celibacy. So He did; but then 

He certainly did approve of marriage, for He was Papen 

present at a marriage feast at Cana.’ t am pleased 
with your candor in acknowledging that Jesus did 

Py, His life give us an example of celibacy. As to 

is being present at a marriage, and turning so 

much water into wine ‘after men had well drunk,’ and or- 

dering it to be handed round, the advocates of alco- 

holie drink have claimed that He encouraged drink- 

ing, if not drunkeness, rather than marriage, and I 

am inclined to think they have the best of the argu- 

ment. You remember, He was charged with being 

‘a wine bibber.’ It appears quite unreasonable to me 


{ Your kind letter was areal rest; and then I was so 
| glad to know that mine had not been an intrusion. 
: JT was glad to know, too, that you appreciated my 
| motives, and was kind enough to answer all my 
questions. . You certainly defend your cause with an 
arder worthy of a crown, and your reasons are good. 
And yet.I must confess that much of the seri ture 
you gave to prove your faith right, I should have 
taken for the opposite, You have thrown light 
| . where it. was darkness to me. But, my dear sister, 
! itseems to me that there is so much of the earth, 
| earthy, about me, that I never could live the pare 
and holy life that your faith calls for; and yet 1 see 
it in all its beauty! “When I compare manner 
ore of living and your homes to those of. the worldling, 
or even to professing Christians, it brings a train of 
thoughts and questions which I cannot solve. I 

love to think of allI saw, heard and felt the da 

that I visited you: I think of ft more especiall 
when Iam ,—when, after combating with the 
world, I am weary of its strife. Then it is my mind 
turns to your Eden of repose.—then it is the memo- 
of your quiet homes comes to me, and it seems 
like the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 
There was one thing that I meant to have asked you 
in my last letter; that was, if you, as a people, be- 
lieve in the divinity of Christ, But from your letter I 
suppose ‘hay do, and I judge that our faith is very 
much alike. But tell me, do you regard all as lost 
) sinners who are not of your faith?, Do you believe 
; yours to be the only true way? the only safe way to — 
1 the better land? You say Christ gave us (by His 
life) an example of celibacy. So He did; but then 
He certainly approved of marriage, for He was 
yresent at a marriage in Cana. And he also for- 
Gude the separation of husband and wife. And 
then he tells us that God made them male and fe- 
male, and for this cause shall a man leave all and 
cleave to his wife. Now you may be able to throw 
different light this; but-it seems to me that 
it is God’s holy will that this relation should exist. 
I know the example of Christ is before us, but then 


He. was divine, and He said, ‘I must work the works 
of Him that sent me.’ He had a mission to perform 
that was not of a carnal mature. Now the question 
comes up, are not all sent into the world with a mis- 
sion? and are not those who are living a pure and 
good life in the married state doing God’s will as 
much as they that have chosen to remain free from 
such entanglements? The married relation is very often 
dishonored. Men and women rush into it without 
a thought as to their fitness for each other. There 
is no unity of spirit, no affinity between them, ard 
oh, whata life is theirs! Too late they find out their 
mistake. Perhaps I am wrong, but it seems to me 
that such have no right to live together and bear 
children. A loveless marriage will not make a lov- 
ing family. And I belieye such marriages are the 
cause of nearly all the sin in the world. Children 
such circumstances. cannot be what they 
ould. 

‘‘Will you please tell me who was the founder of 
your Society? When and where was the first settle- 
ment made? How many settlements are there in 
America? Are there any in Europe? Do you have 
_@ regular school system among you? and what 

branches do you teach? By this time I am sure 
you are ready to say I am a true daughter of Eve. 

ut as I have said before, it is no idle curiosity that 
prompts the asking of these questions. I am full 
satisfied that your motives are all pure. I only wish 
the world would seem so much of a nothing to me 
as it does to you. I wish I could give up its pleas- 
ures and work for good as willingly as you. * * * 
Please write again to your friend. MArRyY.”’ 


SARAH’S ANSWER TO THE ABOVE LETTER. 


“DEAR SISTER MARY :—Yours of January £2 is 
received, and manifests those same soul-breathings 
for a higher, holier and better life, for which I feel so 
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that this e fact of Jesns nding a wedding 
should cancel and invalidate ali His plain teachi 
on this subject, and His whole life’s example. ree | 
it seems quite as reasonable to.say that He sanction- 
ed all the wicketness of the rabble .that follow 
Him and the pomeene and sinners whose houses 
visited, and with whom He ate, drank and associated. 
The Pharisees seemed to be of this opinion when 
they reproached Him, saying: “This man receiveth 
sinners and eateth with them,’ and certainly, th 
by a ves their sinful lives! Upon the whole, 
think it quite imprudent,to conjecture the desighs of 
Jesus in such movements,.in order to justify that 
which we are in favor of,—that whieh goes to 
dulge our earthly carnal natures, Fortunatel 
are not left to conjeeture,on this subject: 
spired evangelist’ has recorded the motives 
in working this His first miracle. Thus he says: 
‘This beginning of miracles did Jesus end manifested 
His glory, and His disciples believed on him’... Thus it is plain 
He was there and wrought that miracle, not to. sanc- 
tion marriage nor drunkeness, but to Re roofs of 
is divine mission and confirm the faith of His dis- 
Let us then leave this matter where the sa- 
nman left it, and not be wise above what is 
ten. If there was any reason for believing that 
Jesus by his presence intended to sanction that 
marriage, I should not hesitate to admit it. I should 
not consider it any sanction or authority for intro- 
ducing marriage into His church or Kingdom of God on 
earth; for there is not the least. proof that either of 
those married partners were His disciples, and He 
might consistently sanction the marriage of ‘the chil- 
dren of this world,’ as the true.light had not reached 
their minds, nor were they Pca diseiples. of 
Christ. You further say that Christ also forbade the 
separation of husband and wife. Now, sister, let us 


take a fair view of this matter. Jesus certainly did — 


encourage men by all the rewards of earth and heavy. 
en, of time and eternity, to FORSAKE their wives. 
‘Every one that hath forsaken houses, wife, &€., for 
my name's sake shall receive en hundred fold, and shall in- 


Jesus - 
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herit eternal life.” (Matt. 19:29,) Mark says, ‘He shall 
receive an hundred fold now in this ume, and in the 
world to come eternal life.’ ‘Now, would Jesus 
make such promises and hold out ‘such powerful in- 
ducements for men to forsake their wives, and then 
forbid them doing it? I dare not accuse Him of such 
an inconsistency. Let us then examine fairly, and 
see what he did say, which is sup to have can- 
celled those plain promises, and ‘we may say, re- 
quirements, and if ible harmonize the saying 
of Christ. I will refer you to Mark 10:2, &c.—‘‘And 


lawful for a man to put his wife?’ temping 
” We must notice here that the Pharisees’ ques- : 
tioh is one of ‘LAW,’ not of Gospel. They did not ask 
Hinitevhat He would teach in this ease, but what 
Moses had taught,—‘is it lawful,’ or according to 
Moses? Hence, Jesus answered b asking, what did 
Moses command you?’ What does the lawsay? ‘And 
said Moses suffered to write bill of divorce- 


vent, and to ig her away.’ Now we acknowledge | 
that Jesus di 


and referred to a law ante 
‘From the beginning of the creation, God made the 

and female. For this cause a man will lea 
father and mother ard eleave to his wife, 2 

‘ed twain shall be one flesh. 
God has joined together let not man put asun- 
der. This is the old Adamic law, 
en by God to the’ first Adam. But surely this can 
not be Gospel! This can not be the institution of the 
Second ‘Man, the Lord from Heaven! ‘For ay 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh;? this ‘one flesh’ 
with the rest. It is according to the order of the 
first Adam to ‘forsake father and mother and cleave 
to the wife.’ But it is according to the order of the 
‘Second Man’ to forsake father, mother, and wife (0, 
and cleave to Christ. ‘For he that is joined to an 
harlot is one flesh, but he that is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit, (1 Cor. 6:16-17.) The key to this whole subject 
is, the wide difference between ‘forsaking’ the wife 
and divorcing or ‘putting away’ the wife. Im every in- 
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‘atance where Jesus encourages men to ‘forsake’ their 
wives it was to be done ‘for His sake and the Gospel,’ for 
His name's sake,’ or, ‘for the sake of the Kingdom of God,’ 
(See Matt. 15:29, Mark 10:29, Luke, 18:29.) But wh 
should Jesus expect His followers to forsake the 
wives for His sake unless He required it? This must 
be the motive. But the sole motive for divorcement is 
to put the man or the woman, as the case may be, 
tn a legal condition to get another wife or hus . 

and not for Christ’s sake. No doubt but this pre- 
cept of Moses had been basely abused, which abuse 
Jesus designed to check by holding those who were 
living ogee, By the first Adam, who ‘was of the 
earth, earthy,’ to God’s original law for such. This 
is made plain from what follows: ‘And in the 
house His disciples asked Him of the same 
matter, and He said unto them, whosoever shall prs 
away his wife and marry apother committeth adultery 
against her, and if a woman shall put away her 

husband and be married to another, she committeth adul- 


tery.’ So, then, the case stands thus: ‘Whosoever | 
all forsake his wife for the sake of the Kingdom of 


hall receive an hundred fold now in this time, 

the world to come eternal life; but whoso- 
vyorces or ‘puts away’ his wife and marries an- 
commits adultery and therefore ‘“‘cannot inher- 
he Kingdom of God.’ eg 1 Cor. 6:9.) I would 
here observe that forsaking the wife for Christ’s sake 
does not necessarily imply or require a separation, but 
divorcing does, Only the relation of husband and wife, 
—the married relation,—is to be forsaken, and not 
the person or persons; and as Paul sa of Peter, a 
man may ‘lead about a wife a sister,’ there being no 
other relation between them but that of brother and 
sister in Christ. 

(Norte BY THE Eprror.—The Geneva version 
reads: ‘A wife being, or having become 2 sister.’ 
A commentator says: ‘A wife who is, or has be- 
come, a sister in Christ.’ Im. ver. note. ] 

After all, we do not say that J esus forbade marriage 
for hesaid: ‘The children of this world marry but 
declared at the same time that they that shall be 
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counted. werthy to obtain. that (‘heifer’): world..do not 
marry, He told. His atitol ples that He had chosen 
them out. of the world, and that they were no more 
of the world than He was of the world; and if they 
were not of the world what were they. of? Why. 
evidently, they were ‘children ef the Kingd«m 
Heaven.’ Jesus designed to make a clear separatio 
and distinction between ‘ihe children.of the Kingdom’ an 
the children of. the world,—between His. followers 
and the followers of the first Adam,—between those _ 
who multiplied the subjects of the world and those 
who multiplied the subjects of the Singdom of God, 
by calling lost souls into. the work. of regeneration,— 
to be born again,—to become as little children ; ‘for 
of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,’ . 

‘You say, dear. sister, that it seems to you that it 

is.God’s holy will that the married relation should 
exist... I do not feel disposed to dispute this; nor do 
I doubt that it is His holy will. that His kingdom on 
earth,—His holy chureh,—should maintain. a pure 
ontinent life, and that the two orders should not 
blended. There are in my opinion but two rel 
tions of the sexes which, God approves... The 
ried relation, when the laws of God and nat 
strictly observed, and no carnal intercourse in 
except for issue, is undoubtedly God’s metho 
peopling the world. The other relation of the s® 
es is the pure spiritual relafion of father and mother, 
brother and sister in Christ. This is God’s method 
of saving lost sinners and peopling His kingdom 
on, earth,—that kingdom for which: Jesus Christ 
taught His disciples to pray, and which He came to 
set up on earth. 

‘‘You further say: ‘I know Christ’s example is 
before us, but then He was divine.’ We must not 
forget that He was also human, and well qualified to 
set us an example in everything pertaining to our 
duty on earth as His followers and subjects of His 
gospel. As to his Aumantty, it is shid that He took not 
on Him the nature of angels, but. the seed of Abra- 
ham, and was tempted in all points like as we are. 
(See ‘Hebrews 2:16 and 4:15.) Thus He had our hu- 
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man nature, and setus an example how, as Chris- 
tians,—as. His followers,—we should treat it; how 
should: hold it to the cross by a pure conti- 
nent life, and never indulging that which is carn&l 
and by this means sanctify the human and make it 
divine. You say ‘dle had a mission,’ and so He had, 
and that very mission was ‘to set us an example 
that we sh follow His steps.’ And it seems to 
me that there is no part of human life or relation 
in which a true example is so much needed as in the 
married relation. Yow seem to realize this. from the 
terrible picture you draw of the evils attending ~* 
those relations. You say, and say truly, ‘they are 
the cause of nearly ail the evil in the world.’ 
And let me ask: ‘Is this evil confined to the non-pro- 
JSessing part of the world? Must it not be acknowl- 
edged that professing Christians are equally involv- 
edin it? This being so, it must appear that Jesus 
atterly failed in his nfission of setting mankind: an 
example how to live in & married state so as to avoid 
great evils.so justly complained of. it 
is desigh"that His followers should live in the 
ied relation. The only remedy for all those 
is the pure continent life which His example 
teachings mark out. Sister, there are the two 
ers, the generation and the regeneration,—the order of 
1e old man, Adam, whieh is of the earth, earthy 
and the order of the New Man, Christ, the Lord 
from Heaven. We cannot belong to both; for ‘all | 
in Adam die; but all in Christ are made alive.’ ‘Put 
off, therefore, the oldman, which: is corrupt with his 
cleceitful lusts, and put on the New Man (Christ) which 
after God is teiited in righteousness, and true holi- 
ness.’ (Eph. 4:22-24.) And, dear sister, as free 
agents, we are left to choose between these two. 
The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth (the 
ore came by Jesus Christ. If we choose the 
work of generation We come under Moses’ laws which 
regulate it, as in Leviticus, 12th chapter. If we 
choose to follow Christ in the regeneration, we are de- 
livered from the law by being raised above it, and 
living such pure and holy lives that we do not come 
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destitute of that justification and purity of 
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under its cognizance. If we 
we are not required to observe its ‘divers washings an | 
carnal ordinances.’ If we bear no children we are not : 
to be turned out of the church or congregation and Is 
not be suffered to come in again till at the end of 

forty or eighty days we ‘offer asin offering for our sin.’ | 
(Lev. 12th room wh e law of Moses is a system of F 
commandments and penalties, adapted to the order ; 
of the generation,—‘thou shalt and thou shalt not.’ 

The G lis a system of grace and ious invita- 

tion to a holy life. ‘Whosoever will, let him,’ is the F 
language of the Spirit. ‘If any man will be my 

disciple, let him,’—not make him or coerce him,— a 
but, ‘let him take up his cross and follow me.’ But —— 
what if he refuse? Just what happened to those in 

the parable of the feast who rejected the invitation, | 
—‘they shall not taste“of my r.’ Those who 

continue in the generation, and hold their union and 

relation to a sinful world, must share in its sins and 

its sorrows, its troubles and its guilt, and remain 


which give quietness, peace and assurance fo 
more. 
“Sister Mary, I do not know as you are yet 
pared to make the wise choice of your ancient n 
sake,—that better portion which will never be ta 
from those who —— devote themselves to Christ: 
But when I contemplate the turmoil and trouble,— 


_ the weariness of your body and spirit,—my heart is 


touched with deep sympathy, and I say to myself, 
Oh, if she would come to Christ and consecrate her- 
self wholly to Him and His cause! He would say 
to the troubled waters, ‘Peace! Be still!¥’ I cannot 
help hoping and believing that these soul-struggles 
indicate a transition state,—a preparation to break 
the shell and come forth into a new and brighter 
sphere of life, in which you will have wings of faith 
and hope which will waft you high above the dark 
troubled waters of the earth sphere. But, sister, I 
do not want to hurry you. Consult the highest, 


holiest dictates of your own heart and coneciense ; j 
listen honestly, sincerely and lovingly to the so 
whispers, and obey the teaching. 
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-fo-heres ! and lo-t 


‘You ask my prayers’ You have them, and shall 
have them ; for within oy I recognize a sister-soul, 
struggling to break forth into the light and liberty 
of the sons and daughters of God. 

‘You want to know the founders of our Society. 
We claim Ann Lee, of Manchester, England, as its 
human founder. The true Gospel of Christ was lost 
from among men though there were thousands of 

heres!’ She was illiterate, as was 
Jesus, (see John 7:15,) and received the Goapel in its 
rity by revelation from God and prom ted it 
England; was persecuted, imprisoned and suffer- 
much; was warned of God to come to Ameri 
which she did in 1774, being accompanied by eigh 
of her followers. They settled in the state of New 
York, at N ere now Watervliet, near Albany, 
where the oldes ety still exists. They continu- 
ed quietly to lay a foundation for an in-gathering, 
which MorHER ANN ffor so we call her,) confiden 


ly declared would take place. Continuing for three 


and one-half years, (forty and two months,) they - 
finally opened and promulgated the moenen? that 
a second revelation of Christ’s pure Gospel had been 
ven through Ann, of Manchester, which would, as 
n primitive times, save souls from sin. Many be- 
lieved, confessed and showed their deeds. Persecu- 
tion began. Mother was imprisoned first in Alban 
and then in Poughkeepsie jail, but.the word an 
work of God grew mightily, and prevailed till there 
were, in a few years, eleven Pentecostal Societies 
established in New York and New England. In 
1806 the work began in Ohio and Kentucky, and 
there have been since then six new Societies estab- 
lished, making eighteen in all. There are no other 
Socieues of our people in any other country or nation, 
though there are individual members elsewhere. 
“We have a regular school, taught under the 
supervision of the proper state officers, in conform- 
ity to the common school laws, and teach all branch- 
es common to such schools, making no distinctions. 
“T shall now close, having, as I hope, satisfactorily 
answered all your questions, and shall be interested 


— 

to here from you again whenever you feel inelined 
to write, ly your friend 


AN EXTRACT FROM MARY'S ANSWER, 


“DEAR SISTER SARAH :—T did not intend to Jet 
your kind letter remain so long unanswered* It did 
me good to’ read it; there was so much in it to re- 
fresh and comfort the tired spirit, The kindly spirit 
you manifest, and the promise of your prayers, all 
seem like water to the thirsty. Your arguments are good; 
they are forcible and conclusive. Te cannot refute them; so I will 
take them and try to digest them. T long to tread the King’s 
high way of holiness. I want the teachings Of those 


that know more of Christ than IT do myself. From. 
‘ early infancy I have been taught to love and respect 


God and His teachings. As a child I was peculiar. 
I would not believe unless I had a reason for so 
doing. I was left to form my own conclusions of 
oe I was fond of reading, and read much that 
was beyond my comprehension. I read the Bible as 
a text-book, and was my own commentator. For 
years I drifted about as a ship without a pilot in an 
unknowh sea. But at last I seemed to hear a voice 
say: “This is the way, walk ye init,’ And I found 
harbor in the Episcopal Chureh. For twelve years 
I have found a comfort in striving to conform to the 
demands of that faith, and by teaching the poor 


and aiding and visiting the sick. Ihave tried todo 


my duty. But in quiet hours the thought comes up: 


what if, after preaching to others, I myself am a — 


castaway? I cr ee a deeper peace. want the 
abiding presence of Him who has said: ‘I will betroth 


thee unto me forever.’ The world never has, and I 
know it never can, satisfy the demands of my na- 
ture. LTlong fora rest from sin. * * * My par- 
_ ents are living, and my home is with them. - In 


‘ 
| 
> 
4 


early life I became a teacher, and have taught for fif- 

teen years. I have held the position of Principal of 

the Primary Department of the Mt. Holly City 

Public Schools for twelve years. I have had the 


- eharge of one thousand children in that time. I 


have had a good opportunity of sowing good seed. 
But the question often comes up: what fruit will it 
bear? I often wonder if, when the great harvest of 
the world shall come, there will be any to rise 
up and call me blessed. As I said before, I want 
help from some one who will guide me in the right 
path. The first and the only time I ever saw you 
my sister, my heart was drawn out toward yon. t 
felt that ours were kindred spirits. I feel so yet. I 
love to think of you as my friend. Ever let’ me 
claim you as such. Ido not offen feel so to stran- 
gers; have always been very choice of my affections 
and where I placed ~ e-fifidence, and can account 
for this only as the inner workings of the Spirit. 
The little tract you sent me (the Shakers’s Answer, ) 
I read and like very much: /¢ is @ true version of Chris- 
tian love. Such reading I like, and at any time it will 
be welcome. * * * Now, asking your love and 
prayers, I must say good night. 
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Orange Judd Compan 
ottice Mone 
is obtainab 
registry ; pu 
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and take bis 

of the 


in an 


it is 


| Davip W. Jupp, Pres’. 


atric tc. 
i rrore arising from indistinct addresses, etc., 
tly to the following tus names of farger Olubs paste an additional paper 
um, : 
(FORM.) 


Orange Judd Company, 


will be prevented, and the trouble of writing 4 le 
t the bottom. ] 


Samvet Sec’y. 
"51 Broadway, New York. 
Herewith I forward you the names 


Please find inclosed $.. 


| id by the Publishers. 
(Signed.) 


and P.O. addresses of ———-—— subscribers, at % 


NAME. POST-OF FICE. 


| 


| go 


your divine hamanity; but half the matton was enough do? 


one meal: the ultima'es of your sweet celestial generation 


is reserved for the last of the feast. 
Fioally. as you were once considered an orthodox bel iever 


sentimentally, hy referring yowto your own public writings 
while standing in thst character, we shall close ;= leaving 


you & veur own. conscience to agree, who has. dep»ried from 
the true fauh & attempted “to hold forth another guspel”™ 


Few Extracts prom 


“THE WHQRE OF, BABYLON UNMASKED; | 
By A.M 


After the many years which thou t 


As thou supposest, in the way wt God, 


Thou and some others of thy tribe must:bé 
“His children—children of his family. 
Now’, it he is thy Father, thou hia.child, 
Answer one question, at which some have emil’d — 
But none have answer,d— none! excceptiig those 
Whofind how far, how very far it goes. 
* * *If thou be rcally a child of God, 
Who, prithee is thy Motuzr? lt were odd, 
If in the whole creation we can trace | 
Nothing analogous to evit this case. 
Mother and child we, somehow, always fiol 
Must be associated in the mind; ae 
So father is a relative to mother, 
Nor can the one exist without the otber. 
Yet the wise Theologians, who heve ectiemed 
And plann’d so many systems, never dream’d 
That Christ is motherless in all their creeds, 
(Except tbe Roman Catholic’s, which needs 
No refatation to a mind like thine, . 
For Mary surely was not born divine,) 
And that, like Jesus Christ, hie childten, now, 
Are born, they eay, but know not where, or how; | 
By which it seems the New birth they explaia 
To be a businesses wholly of the brain. * * * 
_ When thie is well digested, it may lead 
Into a knowledge of the Shakers’ Creed— 
Plain wholesome doctrines, which long conceald 
From ALI, the-wise, arenow to babes reveal’d, 
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To darken and perplex the soy! of man: 
nd whois fore qualifi'd to lead 
From hell's dark regions all the suff’ring seed. | 


‘And all who follow. follow and obey, 
ight, and never miss the W8y; 


Had to receive the testimony. 


But, as of old, the contrite and sincere , 
Simply beliewe the evidence they hear, 


Confese their and 
the way heav’a is plain. 


| Beyond ad 
to the of safety where thou m 
Freely the ord of life touch, handle, taste; 


\Aod fiad the made known afresh, | 
tedan the FLESH.—A- M. 
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"POETRY. 


1. We'rend peopl pate 
their neighbors no ill, ; 
‘Yet weng perseented and daily 
These innocent jad no lawful 
Bat if defence 


J 
a 


“* Abandon your fgith, or we'll banish you henee”— | 


In reason we answer the Nay. 


‘The Unie af to is 
hen’ in former ages opprese’d 


A day of salvation and rest. 

When this blessed season has truly 

And God puts an end to the fray, e 
dy 


® “Bash promise of God answ 


3. We have not the laws of'a Nero-to face, 
Nor the horrid edicts of Rome; Ka: 
This new dispensation has alter’d the case, 
And fix’d usa petmanenthomes 
Wie 
Asserting the rights of the day, 


The righteous, for their indigpensable right, 


Yet they are vot bound, for their freedom to fight, 


Nor are they obliged to flee: ~ 
The laws of the country the wick 
_ And shall their strong pillars give 
Must all civil rulers before them retreat ? 


meet, 


> 


ae 


a 


>. 
| | 
| | 
The voice of the } Nay. 
4 


114 Poetry. 
5. The law and the gospel do now harmonize, 
And each has its work to perform ; 
| To root out the gospel if wicked men rise, 
The law has to scatter the stornf : 
| The gospel does honour the laws of the land, 
. The law does the gospel survey ; 
Then ask if this gospel may lawfully stand, * 
6. If all the transactions in heaven and farth, 
: For almost these two thousand years, 
a Have been to give virtaobs Mierty birth, 
f “ How solid her standing appears ! 


x 4 


Then come, ye'afflicted and'scatter’d abroad, 
You ask, ifm peace you may stay ; 
From all xtensive dominions of God, 
« The enswer is, pointedly—Yea. 


7. Tho” sinners may roar like the waves of the sea, 
spread the most dréadfal alarm ; 
Touch not mine anointed” is heavéh’s decree, 
And do my good prophets no harm.” 
Then let them abuse the true saints of the Lord, 
t (As it must be granted they may) : 
: But shall they pot have. the transgressor’s reward ? 
The people must all answer—Yea, ” 


8. with thie fellow ? hia’ doctfine Ihate !” 
Through despotic kingdoms would roat ; 
But under the laws of thidlftee happy state, 

The ery is defend@@ no more : 

t The true independence of this happy land 
oe ue The nation is bound to defend ; | 

this independence we'll virtaously stand, 
And heaven and earth say—A xy ! 


END OF THE SECOND PART. 


* 


a 


7 
q 
} 
| | ( 
ills 


OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION. 
PARE THIRD. 
An account of the judicial of Abram 
| Vleet, Esq: and his associates, @gainst the United _ 


“The law and the prophets were abused until John: from that time 
the kingdom of God is preached, and every one useth violence (eis au- 
teen) upon her.” : Correct translation of Luxe xvi, 16. 

Ir is well known that the United Society, called Sha- 
kers, from its earliest existence in this western country, 
hath been subject to the unremitting slander and misre- 
te eg of a certain class of the human family ; and 

therefore any public vindication of our character might 
be considered, by impartigh citizens,.as unnecessary — 
But considering that even in the state of New-York, 
where the innocence and virtue of the institution have 
long been indisputable, the power of falsehood could 
bring upon the church a legislative privation of her civil ~ 
and sacred rights—and that the same imperious spirit 
hath commenced hostilities zpon us, equally, if not more 
alarming,—it might be deemed a criminal neglect of — 
duty, should we omit offering to the public any refu 
tion of their bold and confident statements. 

As the principal matters relating to the Shakers, which : 
have lately been presented to the public, have come forth ' 
under the signature of Abram Van Vieet, Esq. who is @ 


THE 
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member of the church in the town of Leba- 
non, and principal editor of the Western Star, we shall ~ 
be under the necessity of re eT him to the public, 
as the p tor of impious charges and romantic tales, 
which none but the basest of characters could ever have 
invented ; not that we would wish to injure the charac- 
ter of the man—we hold him at no ill will; but the li- 
bellous productions, which are sanctioned with hig name 
and official chara@ter, we must expose in their proper 
colours, leaving him either to retratt the scandalous 
statements he hath made, or bear the shame of introdu- 
‘cing to the public such*ridiculous stuff'as persons of 
common delicacy would blush. to behold. 

In treating of the proceedings of the party, candour 
_ will oblige us to leave our personal characters out 
view, as that is é object so immediately called in 
question. ‘The attack is professedty against Shakerism 
and Shakers, under such terms as distingnish this society 
for Presbyterians, and others :*therefore we shall leave 
it to the candid to judge the propriety or impropriety 
of the party—taking up even exceptionable conduct, in 
a few individuals, “to show that Shakerism is delusion, 
and that the heads or leaders of the society are Ixr1ipEts, 
Imposrors, and Trraxts.” See thei 


89... 
Plt is a public fact, that in the month of July, 1817, a 
serious contest took place in a family connection, part of 
whom had belonged to the society called Shakers, and 
turned off; and a who still remained in connection. 
The grounds of this contest}will be more cularly 
explained hereafter. ‘Suffice it to observe, here, that a 
boy named Jonathan Davis, belonging to the society, left 
his parents and thie society, and went te Lebanon, and 
took — with his cousin John Davis, who had previ- 
ously 0 him great things if he would conte and live 
with him. Elijah and Lydia Davis, the parents of the 
boy, and their oldest son William, went repeatedly after 
= boy, to get him back, but in vain. After some time, 
illiam Davis and John Wallace, (who was brother-in- 
law to the said-John Davis) with some others, having 
found the boy at work with John Davis, in the woods, 
‘brought him hoiae dad delivered him up to his father and 
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mother. This so irritated John Davis, and his connec- 
large com ; orty or filty, came alter 
boy to hat being i i they spent 
the remaining part of the day, from about 12 o’clock till 

in; a riotous manner. On their arrival, they had 

been forbidden to enter the yard, but tiley violated every 
order, and surrounded the house, with threatenings an 
much abusive la e.- John Davis, under pretence 
wan saaiis'clates. whe was a member of the society, 
attempted to ascend the stairs into the u part of the 
kitchen ; but being obstructed by Samuel Rollins and 
Richard M’Nemar, who ordered him out, and shut the 
door against him, he immediately rned to Lebanon, 
made oath of assault and battery, through the force 
of prejudice, had them bound over to court, and finally 
obtained j nt Samuel; when it was mani- 
fest that no abuse ting 
dily granted that if Shakers acted as they did, in a 
change of circumstance, the consequences have been 


- The transaction of W. Davis, J. Wallace, and others, 
in taking the boy, was prosecuted as a riot, and I jud ent 
who himself was liable to a prosecution for 
and detaining the boy from his parents. However, 
these things were very artful off, and 
to the elders; when, aS whole scene, the elders 
were on a visit at the W , above two hundred miles 
from the place. It was said that John Wallace drew a 
spear, to defend himself against John Davis, who attacked 
him with a large drawing-knife ; but if he ever carried a 
spear, it was unknown to the elders, and pointedly con- 
trary to their 7 ye and as little evidence agai 
the character of the elders or the society, as the conduct 
of Simon Peter in a similar case was against the charac- 
ter of his divine Master. _ It is certain that the contest 
about the boy was carried to a considerable height, and 
stirred up the people greatly, even to offer general pro- 
tection to any minors be to the society, who would 
rebel against the authority’ of their parents. It is true 
that civil officers, and the clergy, kept pretty much be- 
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hind the curtain; nevertheless, it was rarely the case 
that-an expedition ever appeared at the village, without 
a chaplain of some denomination. _Even the Reverend | ‘ 
William Gray made his appearance the ground, in 
with the said John Davis; and in a little con- 
- test, in which he thought himself. insulted, he grasped a 
stone, and drew it to smite his antagonist; but being re- 
minded that he was Pharisee, he desisted. 
Now, in-this heat and :tumalt at which aimed 
at the liberation of minors from under thagengmynent of 
their paren guardians—the party who were combi- 
ned in that iniquitous business, in-order to«justify their 
conduct, and extend the influence of that disorderly spirit 
instituted a kind ofsinquisitorial court, under the patron- 
age of the said an Vleet, “where all had lib- 
__ erty, who chose, to.come forward and make oath on any 
subject, by which they could oglumniate our character, 
and render us odious in the esteem of the public... Ac- 
| cordingly the depositions of the whole Davis connection, 
who had left the society, witha few others, were made 
out, on this occasion, viz. James Bedel, his brother-in-law, 
Jonathan Davis and his wife Susannah Davis, and daugh- 
_ ter Huldah, and John Davis, son of Jonathan and Eliza- 
“© beth his wife; &c. and after sufficient matter was collect- 
in way, a kind of bill drawn u 
ong ca e of charges, inserted by 8- 
trate in of August 27, 1817, in the 
« By the following letter our readers will perceive, that 
we are called on for information respecting the Shakers. 
. We cannot refrain from expressing our deep regret, that 
s,s we have se long remained jmattentive observers of the 
noxious conduct of these people. We are convinced, 
| from the testimony now in our possession, that wealth 
and power is the object at which the heads of this socie- 
ty aim—that they are swallowing up the substance of the — 
unfortunate, who fall into their net, as fast as the serpent 
of Moses swallowed the serpents of the Magicians—that 
they are holding numbers of our ge free born 
citizens in bondage—and instilling the most abominable 
a into every mind that can be duped or deluded 
y their vile sophistry. Moved by the of human- 


& 
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ity-and ustice,. we shall in our future numbers, show 
ee ic that it is certainly high time for something to. 
on 


-(The: bill. itself. which. followed. this introduction and 
contained a long catalogue of reports, is too.Jengthy and 
concludi s are sufficient to show the purpose 
theteditors of-the Western Star... 


lately seen some accounts of a 
‘ sotiety OF cope called Shakers, in the Natidnal Intelli-— 
‘gencer and other public newspapers; and having heard, 
«many e respecting their religious creed, ex- 
erci conduct in general ; lam induced to request 
‘itas a favour of you, who live near thém,and have some 7 
‘knowledge of their proceedings, to. give me as faithful 
‘and correct an account of this people as you can. ; ¥. . 
‘I have heard that they .are professedly and in the es- 
‘ timation of some, really a peaceable, harmless and inof-— 
‘fensive society. I have heard from others, that they are 
‘in of their of faith in much of their 
‘ conduct, pernicious to ce, happiness, good order a 
‘ Something must_necessarily be done, if common fame es 
‘ speak only half. truth. ‘The most prudential, safe and 
‘ efficacious method which presents. itself to my view at — 
‘ present is, that the best and most correct information 
‘ respecting this people, should be obtained by those who 
‘have at any time resided with them, and those who have 
‘the greatest. access to, or the most imtercourse with + 
‘them. ‘That this information in whatever form it.may 
or whatever, bearing it might have, should be, 
‘ published to the world. If there be good in the secie- ~ 
‘ty, let it be known; and if there be hidden .iniquity, 
‘keep it not back. I shall with patience and expecta- 
‘tion wait. your answer. Yours,.&c? 
Now admitting that the statements in the aforesaid | 
bill were made with an honest desire of ascertaining their — 
merits, and that a candid investigation thereof was high- 
rere pd we readily agree with the inquirer, that 
method proposed would be the most prudent, safe and 
efficacious ; that the information should be obtaiped by — 
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any access to, or intercourse 


those who had resided with the people, anil those whe 


have the greatest access to, or the most intercourse with 


them; and from this source, the information required on 


every particular, will in the sequel appear: but Abram 


Van t.and his associates, Benjamin Sayre and oth- 


ers, who constituted the court and collected the informa- 
tion, never had resided among ane pores. neither had 
with the 


m, more than oth- 
er citizens... Upon what principle, then, c 


ld the said 
. Van Vleet, in his introduction, assert that be had lon 
an observer of the noxious conduct 


people 


If he ever was within the bounds of the society, we chal- 


lenge him to inform the public of the time and place, and 
the noaious conduct that.came under his personal obser- 
vation; otherwise Tie under the scandal of introducing 


himself to the public, under false colours, and commenc. 


ing his attack upon the society with a positive falsity. 
in, ac to the bill, it was information concern- 
ing the people called Shakers, that was called for ; but 
the information which this inquest collected, was princi 
pally concerning a party-who had left the Shakers, and 
who at the time were roused up to an enormous pitch of 
zeal, to persecute them. There was not a single impar- 
tial witness in the case ; but the whole posse of them were 


» Yawnibg for revenge against the society, for pretended 


injuries; and to gratify their malicious dispositions, this 
tended court of inquiry opened a door to the public, 
they could slander the socie- 

» Wi e reports an iculous hearsa 
the’ most abandoned and fligate could the 
daring impiety to reldte, under the solemn sanction of an 


In this manner, we sa that testimon wis collected, 


which the editors of the Star have added to all the defa- 
matory stuff that they could collect from their corres- 
pondents to the eastward ; and have imposed on the 
public as facts, in direct opposition to the account of the 


* «In order to form an judgment respecting sentence 
‘ which has been passed without evidence , either saaines indi. 
* viduals or associations 1s to be nted with the motives 


‘ and character of the accusers, and with the benefits that mi t accrue 
* # them and the judges by the punishment of the accused. wis.’ 
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| stated in the National Intelligencer, (which is in- 
serted in the foregoing part of this' work under the title | 
of a Remonstrance,) a species of testimony which: they 
themselves first introduced under the term of vague re- | 
| ports or hearsays, but by the sanction of an oath, and two * 
3 labour, in altering, abtidging and correcting them, | 
it would seem that they can now claim a place among the — | 
fe chronicles of the present age, as an authentic account of 
the Shakers: But we miusf cite this magistrate and his 
: proceedings to some test of rectitude, and try his title to 
publicignedit? +“ Fo the law and to the testimony.” If the 
scredited our public statements and wished to 
invalidate any article thereof, or to substantiate any = 
of misconduct, or any’ thing of the kind, there was 
provision in the law for them to doit, but it behoved 
them to do it in a legal manner according to the follow- - 
Any two associate judges of ‘the court of common 
“pleas, in their res tive counties, may take the deposi- 
‘tion in writing, of any person residing therein, to perpe- 
“tuate the remembrance of any fact, matter or thing ; 
‘and the said associate judges, before’ whom, such deposi- 
‘ tion is to be made, shall cause such person or persons, 
«whom they know to be interested, either directly or ing, 
‘directly, or otherwise affected by such deposition; a? 
‘within their county, to be duly notified of the time and 
place of the caption—who shall be at liberty to interro- 
“gate and cross-examine such deponent, and: all such 
‘questions and answers shall be reduced to writing and 
‘ included in such 
3 We acknowledge this law as , just, and impartial ; 
would the reader know feason, why they did 
‘not proceed according to it ; we answer—because they 
a knew that there were not two associate judges in the 
county, or rhaps in the state, who would credit their 
| one-sided stories, or indulge them with telling them un- 
: | der oath behind the backs of those concerned : “nay, nor 
even a single magistrate unless he was a member of some 
_ very orthodox church ; so that this lawless spirit had to 
: abbeys one side of the law, and fix up a single magis- 
in the law room and place of two sbestlale judges, | 
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- fication is made out and served on the adverse 


so. materially 
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to ate the remembrance of certain vague reports 
hearsays about the Shakers. 
_ The party, it is true, might have acted upon the pretext 
that a magistrate may take depositions in a private man- 
ner, in. certain cases; but we must remember that his 
wer is limited, and his duty expressly defined by law. 
t im taking testimony in any civil case, he is to be 
‘ disinterested in the event of the cause’-—to see that noti- 
to 
retain such deposition, or keep it under seal, ufitil it is 
delivered im court: but: this magistrate was neither dis- 
interested, nor was it to lay ‘the testimony before any 
civil court that it was taken, but te substantiate and per- 


wg?» the remembrance of vague reports; and there- 


if the foregoing statute was to be regarded as a rule 


- of action, their pretended sanction is.a forgery : to:cover 
_ which, those Nes een as they are last ished, are — 


‘ aflidavits (say they) were thought too o-7 Tew be copied 
‘in this work without abridgment... We have therefore 
‘ dispensed with their introductory and concluding forms.’ 

Reader, leok at the ion! Had they not dispens- 
ed. with these few words: they would have showed their 


edness. The introductory and concluding forms of 


original were in these words—‘ Before me Abram 
‘Van Vieet, one.of the justices of the peace—and 
‘sworn to and-subscribed—Abram Van Vleet, j. p.’ but 
in their present work it is *James Bedle, &c. being duly 
‘sworn,’ which is false, if two judges were necessary to 


grace the introduction and conclusion. The only ée- 
Main xt, then, must be from the -magistrate’s 


maining prete 
right of taking depositions im criminal eases. And w 
thea? His duty is certainly as pointedly defined in’ a 


criminal. case, @3 in an Each justice of the 


‘ peace is authorised and required, on view or complaint 
‘ made on eath, to cause an 
| is state, to be arrested and 
‘ brought before him, or‘some other justice of the peace 


‘in said county, and such person to discharge, commit, 


‘ or let to bail, as the nature of the case may require. — 
Now, if there was any crime or breach-of the laws 


fied in those depositions, why did not the magistrate pro- 


— 


from: their original form.—* The 
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: - geeute according to his oath of office? But if there was 
no crime that would bear a ution, why did he not 
dismiss the complaints? why did he publish them as 
~The case is plain. and — 
evident that he either neglected his duty, in declining to 
prosecute crimes which ought to- have*been prosecuted, 
z er printed as many hibels as there were depositions ; and 
| blished certain crimes en the Shakers, as facts, which 
motte te in 
, an orderly manner; and»according to the laws of the 


state, *Af.any persen shall write, print and publish any 


‘false and malicious* libel, of or concerning any other 
| ‘ person, or shall canse or. ure any libel to be 
‘ written, printed and ished, every so offend- 
‘ing, shall, wpen conviction thereof, be not exceed- 
* 

_ Now, every person of common sense must see, from the 


statutes, that these depositions have ne foun- _ 


dation of legal authority, to 
any fact, matter, or thing—tat they 
any civil y were not taken as the 
founde 


ation of a criminal process ; then, if the 
duty is bounded. by law, to either of a civil or 
criminal nature, it 1s self-evident, that he must have taken 
this one-sided business, by an abuse of office: And” 
at saith the law in that case? ‘ If any person, by co- 
‘tour of his office, shall wilfally er corruptly oppress a 
‘person or persons, under pretence his oft 
‘cial capacity, the person so offending, shall, u 
| ‘ viction thereof, be fined im a sum not exceeding 250 
‘ doHars, or imprisoned ‘not more than six months.’ And 
justice of the peace, &e. shall encour- 
‘age, excite stv up any suit, quarrel or controversy 
| ‘between two or more citizensof this state, whereby any 
r ‘ citizen shall be defrauded and mjured in said suit, quar- 
‘rel or controversy, such justice of the peace, &c. 
be fined not exceeding 500 dol- 
_or be imprisoned not. exceeding six months, or 
‘both, at the diseretion of the court.’ a 
a >% But by recurring to a lengthy address of the to 
apres dated Nov. 12, 1817, we discover 


chain, which is worthy of remark. After preseat- 


y and oppres- 
excite base- 
‘ nflexibly cruel, as to 
fr the ly, bringing all their filthy 
der to a focus, comprised in ‘corruption 
‘sion! ! wickedness!!! and villany!!/ Overwhelmed 
with wonder, as it were, at their owe aggravated detail, | 
they. close with the following paragraph: ‘We do hope e 
‘and anxiously wish that the legislature may consider it 
‘—we are convinced that their authority.extends to the 
‘suppression. of every species.of criminality. Political 
‘justice is not that halt and miserable:object, that itean- 
‘not find its way inte the most secluded:cerners of soci- 
‘ety: and though the offence be confined within a con- 
‘ tracted sphere, it may nevertheless apply the proper cor- 
Now, instead of suppressing the wickedness, ing 
the villany and undoing the complained 
according to the wholesome laws already invbeing, it 
would seem as if their object was to inspire the legisla- 
ture to form a code of laws for the Shakers in particular ; 
without which; they could do nething. “Political justice 
was neither nor blind, and always 
to an our ises ; but that spirit, w 
in the office of the Westen Star, was so 
crippled by political justice;. that she could net find her — 
way into the secluded society at Union Vil other- 
wise than by a lawless mob, - ever, from the afore- | 
said address, itis evident that they determined.on a pro-— 
secution before the legislature, the supreme authority of — 
_ the land ; and for this purpose those depositions, toge- 
ther with a petition, were circulated through : different 
parts of the tate then as a prosecution 
are again found te transgressors, accordi : 
followimg statute of Feb. 11, 1815. ‘If two or 
‘more persons shall together, falsly and maliciously | 
‘to accuse or presecu person; or cause any person> 


an 
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‘orimprisonment ; and shall, in pursuance of such agree- 


_ ‘ment, procure or cause any person of persons to be prose- 
‘cuted, &c. every person so offending shall be deemed 


ilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 


‘ shall be finded in a sum not dollars; and 


not exceeding six mon 


_ tit be objected, that it was not a legal or orderly pro- 
secution, that they failed in getting 
0 


of “si to their petition, merit the notice of the 
legisthture, then it lose all colour of legality and 
come out just what it is, a*malicious conspiracy against — 


the hives and of inoffensive le fail- 
ing in every plan that any respect to a inves- 
tigation or rnndie their last effort was to alter, abridge, 


and §x those depositions and other matters tar ths veset 3 
advantageous manner to. work upon the passions of the — 


ignorant, and publish the wholeas an excitement to riot 
That this was the principal effect that they could pro- 
mise from their slanderous statements, is plam from their 
nce on the s t. See the letter of Eunice 


Chapman to the editors of the Star, in their book p. 80. 


‘ My books were read, and:excited indignation against the 


_ * Shakers and terror amongst them; they even said, 


‘ they expected the inhabitants would shoot them down in 


‘ the streets—they were much terrified, and every moment 


‘expected an insurrection among the inhabitants—they 


‘kepta all night.—No is'what we lave 


often. had to do. here is the colour of legality in any 


of their proceedings? .. 


After the petition to the legislature ‘fell through, the 


matter seemed in-a great measure to die away; and from 
that period till quite lately, our neighbours have geperal- _ 


ly treated us ‘with peace and civility. Since the afore- 
said publication made its ce, ‘we erided 


that this last attack would ish «a certain class of the 


community with fresh matter of scoff and ridicule, but 
we did hope, that the shameful and iniquitous practice of 
mobbing was at an end ; that these scenes of riot, which 
had so often disgraced the:character of ‘Warren, and the 
adjacent counties, would never be repeated ; but such 
hath finally beem the effect of those ridiculous statements, 


| 
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that a deceived multitude have again, and again, violated 
ae of the laws of our country, and shameful- 
ly abused oir civil rights and rie yr in the service 
| of this préjudiced party. So that the tree is evidently 
known by its fruit, of which the following isa specimen : | 

On Saturday the seventh of August last, while we were * 
all quietly and peaceably in our respective du- | 
ties, suddenly a company of horsemen, in number between 
thirty and forty; entered the village from the yl ey 


sed the meeting house and moved on swiftly, till 
reached the south house ; there they stopped, hi 
their horses and with great agility entered the yard, 
rushed to the door, and finding it barred, got to stainping | 
against it with their feet to burst it open. There being 
none but women in the house, at their arrival,a nymber ™ 
_ of us collected to see what they were after, and our dea- 
con demanded their business. They said that they had 
heard that Phebe Johnson, a young woman rp to 
the society, wanted to leave us, and we would not let her 


go. The woman was then in the orchard, and 
might have pee out of their way ; but te silence that 
false spirit by which they were led, it was agreed that 
they might converse with her, conditioned that they 
| - should not force or abuse her. The young woman then 
| came in at the oppesite door, and conversed with them 
through a windew, and let them know that Snag no i\¢ 
: desire of leaving the society ; and if she had, was i 
nothing to hinder her from gaing, whenever she chose— 
that she was of lawful age to choose and act for herself, 
and at any rate, would scorn to ag such a company. : 
They, however, persisted as if they meant to force her } 
away, surrounded the house to prevent her escape, and :- 
ta and daringly wicked, with railing and curs- 
i 'e interrupted their attempts to enter the house, 
red them off our premises, but to na effect; they | 

mocked at the mention of law, and answered every sug- 

tion of reason with cursing and railing. In this man- 
ner they carried on till late im the afternoon ; the young 
weman having effected her eseape from the house, they _ 

natice of it; and withdrew, expressing their threats, rs 

it they should pay us another visit. Accordingly, on 
Menday following, early in the day, they appeared 


* 
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again, with’a very formidable reinforcement, of horse 


and foot there were not lessthan two hundred, -who po 


sed through the village, in the same manner as be 


towards the sdme place, but with greater fury and less. 


appearance of any order or’ government. com- 


menced their abuse of such as they. could grab on the 


road, till they reached the ‘place, dismounted, -hitched 
their horses, paraded towards the gate—were met. 


the deacon, and, by the authority of the laws.of the erg | 
forbidden to enter the yard; but with Savage shricks 
they leaped the fence in swarms, beating all who.steod — 
in 


eir way. Calvin Morrell was knocked down and 
beaten almost to death, tho ough he.neither spake, nor of- 
fered’ any interruption. 


passage to the door, and fell to beating it, till captain Spen- 


cer, who'then appeared to have some commandof the com- | 
pany, ordered them to desist ; but on every side their out-— 


continued, belching out every false impeachment a- 
mst us that they could think of, and seeking every occa- 


sion to vent their lawless fury, with hard blows, on either — 
men or women, for they seemed to make but little distinc- _ 


tion. Thus they continued in one. uninterrupted scene of 


riot, till about. two o’clock in the afternoon, when ’Squire 


Welton appeared on the ground, and by. the authority 


of the laws of Ohio, commanded them to disperse and go 
to their respective homes and duties. Heimformed them - 


that the law knew of nosuch manner of doing business— 


that it belonged te the civil officer, to do his duty, ifthere | 

was any duty to be done in the present case; that only | 

in case of resistance against lawful could 
some call. 


aid be called for, &c. t they mocked, 


ed out to rest to come away and not listen-to that fellow — 
—that he was the first man on the ground that — to. 


be tarred and feathered. However, their fur 


and through ‘the civil 


in a few hours. 


they were Christians, so called; not Turks, sav or 


ey rushed on towards the - 
‘WPhouse we stood in crouds theirpassage, but 
with fists and clubs and loaded whips they forced their — 


Now, if the knew whe 
under what kind of pretext they acted—We answer: 


See 


é 
. 
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most of them~have been baptised in the 
the 


name Trinity, and some of the most’ outrageous 
could go forth under’ the immediate protection of their 
venerable christian fathers and uncles# But what were 
they after? We answer: True'as the hound on the scent 
of & é, they pursued that object to which the editor 


Of the Star had directed their lawless attention—our 
~young; innocent, free born citizens. To turn the matter 


right side up; it was to liberate from the freedom of in- 


nocence the children of David and Anne Johnson, who 
had been with us for twelve or thirteen years, with ‘the 


consent of their parents. ‘Their mother, Anne Johnson, 
who deceased a few years ago, a sound and goo believer, 


~ left it as her last and special desire, that the children 
_ might be brought up under the care of the church ;and* 


David, their father, who is not a member of the society, 
hath never given the least intimation that he wished io 
take them away ; but always to the contrary. "We hold 
no demand upon the children, but ‘merely exercise care 
over them, upon the request of both parents, and accord- 
ing to their own desire. We did not prohibit the party 


from the ‘children, if they could find» them ; as 


their lawfu oe was in their father, and not in us; 
but we could not 


be justified in giving them up, contra- 


ry to their own feelings, and the will ‘of both their 


rents. Nay, every feeling’of humanity at 


thought; and because we would not violate our consci- 


ence and on our trust, and deliver up the innocent, 


to be oy 7 by their base ‘morals; therefore ‘we must 
bear their 


fled for their lives, and hid themselves ; Ithamar, who 


| of age, stood his ground, and was overpows 


and dragged off under pretence of a precept for 
debt, and was sent to Lebanon and put under keepers, 
but finally obtained his dismission, so that he was home 
— by next morning; and David, their father; heari 
of the riot, came the next day, and had the children co 
lected, and encouraged them to persevere, promising to 
protect them to the utmost of hispower. © 


ion (as the old protestants used to call it) w 
80 pomted a preference and such usurped aus 


awless abuse. Some of the smaller children — 


this is the manifest fruit of that face | 
hich hath 


tp 
| 
= 
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thority over us, in.point of civil rights; of which a sen- 
sible savage could say, “Christian veligion | Devil reli- 
‘gion! christian much drunk—christian much do wrong,” 
‘much beat, much abuse others.” ‘Truly it is a sad 
one), to behold. a drunken christian and a 
: Indian;—for christians to come short even of 
‘heathens in their moralities.’ (See Brainard’s 
If the question be asked, Why christians, so called, 
and wen. whe would wish tobe counted respectable, do 
} countenance and encourage such shameful and unreason- 
able conduct? Weanswer: the reason is rendered in 
the general history of .a_persecuting church, ever since 
heresy was.deemed a crime. It.is but little difference 
| under what government we live: laws and maxims of 
, policy never did change the nature of fallen man; but 
’ the old grudge is seated, that hag Cain to slay 
his brother. Jndwherefore slew hehim? Because his own 
works were evil, and his brother's righteous, It is remark - 
able, that while the protestants of Europe used to 7 
the civil magistrate to search, apprehend and puni all 
contraveners, and the least deviation from the established 
creed was.a capital crime, they give us the following 
confession, as.a specimen of their.own.character: 
_.* Albeit we be the Lord’s » yet.to this day we 
‘have, not. made it.our study judicatories should 
‘consist of, and of power and. trust be filled with 
‘men of a blameless and christian conversation : by which 
‘it ha to, pass, that jadicatories haye been the 
‘ seats OF injustice and iniquity. . It were. impossible to 
blatpheming the name of God, profening the Lorde 
That name e ’s 
“day, drunkenness, excess and rating lying 
“and deceit, railing, cursing, .and are 
our ordinary.and common sins... (See Westminster 
Confession of Faith.) These were men of high respect- 
ability among their own. kind, and.the more so, as their 
zeal was employed in searching out and exterminating 
the innocent. Can it then be t strange, that the 
progeny of ‘such a persecuting race should fill up. the 
measure. of their forefathers, as far.as the bands of civil 


- 


x 


In the foregoing account we ‘have’ mentioned’ a | 
a tioa, which was intended to have been presented athe 
legislature, atcottipanied by the affidavits aforesaid 
_ And as the principal charges against the society were sta- 
ted in the aforesaid petition, we think it will be proper 
here to notice those charges, as they ‘have been stated, 
and examine how far those statements are + aren by 
sub- 


"ae 


aforesiid ‘testimony ; and to show thé spirit by w 
e sdid’ petition was dictated, we “shall 
‘stance of it, verbatim, from the original printed copy. ~~ 
¥ « To the honourable, the Legislature of the State of Ohio. 
of the undersigned;citizensof the coun- ~ 
ties of Warren, Butler, &c: humbly ata 
place called Union Village; about’four miles from Leba~ 
non, in the county of Warren aforesaid, there exists. a-cer- i: 
called Shakers, amounting im num- 
ber perhaps to hundred ; that on the Wabash, in the | 
state of Indiana, and various other places in the western 
country, there are branches of said society, of a greater or | 
less number of families'in each. ‘That there is ar mtimate 
connection and constant ndence kept up amongst 
these different branches and the principal society near — 
Lebanon aforesaid ; and even with one which xisted 
Hudson’ river in the state oF New- 
Y From a variety of circumstances which “have 
transpired; since their settlement in the western country 


of persons of undoubted veraci 
this petition) it évidently and appears to 
“ By a reference to the several 


sitions, it will be discovered’ that ‘this odious 


appeare to have for its princi ect, the fraudulent 
acquisition of Ween weak‘and unwary, who 


by successive steps, they to divest of all 


MI* 
| 
| 
< 
| 


themselves and 

vis, wi appear—having broken 
= separated An boand by all tice of 


ion and common interest, riot upon the spei 


are conceal 
os dos it is next to impossible to find them, and if 
nd, not unfrequently rescued “by force and 
the embraces of their doting 
to:-become.the unconscious partakers of a 


infernal 


children oom the protection of 
ante; unnatural punishments” are in- 


upon thom, tor compel chedionce ennete- 


all persuasion and’ 


used to impress tha 


even abandon te suffering and tenth) each 
among emf are refractory, and whe unfortunately 
, &e.. In «word, that they 
re acts reasen, 

have broken bond by which, 
citizens of a state, they the be nel 


. 
isof | 
new first ef towar< ecuring 
them, seems to be by teaching them “disobedience to pa 
| 
their adherents~in a 
5 
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“It is therefore, the) _of your: petitioners, that 
your honorable body: woul take into the 
s best adapted to prevent the recurrence of such 
enormities, and to securenot only those residing in their 
vicinity, but all. mankind: from. fallmg into this vortex 
' of ruin; and to redress the grievances. of such. as have 


ferent orders, of the society; which,hitherto, have been 
the society. 

_ And firstly, it must be remembered that the society at t 

Union Village was not constituted of swindlers, debau- | 

of men) it was first constituted by and among a peo- 

whe stood in the first class of citizens,.for civilit 

and blameless morals: Moreover, that the mo 


had, 
it) that. the ery 
religion. within their knowledge (the holy scrip- | 
were looking for the establishment | 
and people on earth “ redeemed from all ini- 
unto God, a.peculiar zealous 
ividuals, in the 
1805, re iders, 
S. Youngs and 
| lea of gi up property to the elders was point- 
™ edly discarded, and never was admitted among the peo- 
that the present. When a number 
received faith, sufficient to promise an establish- 
ment, provision was made by the chureh at New-Leba- 


4 


. non, for founding and su a family of old believ- 
ers, in this country, as lead and example to all who 
should believe; and for this lands were purchased 


for the settlement of the aforesaid family, out of the joint 
interest of the church.at New-Lebanon; and the said ~ 
family, consisting of about ten brethren and as many sis- 

& were supported, entirely free from all incumbrance - 


f 

i 

will pray, dc.” | 
; ‘we proceed: to consider the subject matter of 

: the aforesaid « , or the depositions offered in sup- | 
| 
y 
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Y believers who were single, from time to time, 
ht nad obtained the oy alles of living in the elders’ 


family, which was o the church — 
tha ode which 


e ‘ 
Aftera few ears ex rience, application was was made 
a number, gathering into large nad by 
which was granted, and 
all whe were t their property together, 
and lived:in relation conditioned that each was 
entitled to his or her property, in case that any or all 
should chuse, at any time, to dissolve said family relation. 
_ In the mean time, provision was made for e support 
teachers or guardians being appointed by th 
and the school order bei 
which was held, and used in common, b haven: 
in the aforesaid family relation. Now. observe, 
from the year 1805, until the year 1812, there es 
y one or giving up 
perty to the elders or any 1 12, 
Le Psat years experience, a those w 
lived in the tag being of 
— a final di of 
pro od the example of the primitive 
apostoli hureh, and also the living example of their 
gospel, in support of a jomt interest. Accordingly a 
covenant was written, specifyi 
secration, and authenticating the articles of agreement, 
which cevenant was from time ; and 


solemn charges were ven for none ‘to sign 
abide uence ; and on the 14th of re Aa 


a the said covenant was s 


ar atry, subordination to re 
united in-eburch relation, it is:proper 
+ the order of minors, as some, through worse 
oy than ‘ignorance, have supposed that parents, by : 


**should be so divid 
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~coming into the order of the gospel, lost their rightful 


authority over their- children, or that this authority must 
needs be transferred by indenture to some other: but 
this is an entire mistake. Parents who deyoted them- 
selves and all that they had to the gospel, necessarily in- 
cluded their children at least till they anton of age, and 
therefore children in their order, were not only partakers 
of the benefits of the joint interest, in temporal thi 

but were equal sharers in every spiritual gift according 
to their capacity: But it must be observed, that parents 
who had property, previous to consecrating it to the pi- 
ous and charitable uses of the gospel, had first to e 
a just settlement with their creditors and heirs; and 
the portion of heirs who were ina state of minority be- 


ing ascertained, it was considered as the just right and 
alti. 6 of the parentage, to give to all, their portion, 
when they becaine of age, notwithstanding the property 
was consecrated and held by the church m a jomt eapa- 
city, but that the claim or title of minors to heirship must 
ever depend on their subjection to their parentage: but 
for cular information on these points, we refer the 
reader to the testimonies of parents, and those who have 
passed through the different stages of childhood and 
youth, in the sequel. 
It will, now, be understood, that from those arrange- 
ments beforementioned, which were made by the mutual 
agreement of those concerned, all those pretended evils 
originated, which are complained of in the aforesaid pe- 
tition ; and every species of blame Charge upon the el- 
ders, who were not even present, when the said covenant 
transaction took place, and to whom, one cent of the 
roperty never was conveyed first nor last. Then as 
e petition aforesaid, hath this transaction, 
in the very unseemly terms of an infernal machination of 


the elders, who riot on the spoil, and refereth to the deposi- 


tion of Jonathan Davis to support the charge, we shall 
proceed to examine the testimony on that subject. 

Jonathan Davis in his pepnetion (p. 84,) hath stated 

his agreement with Peter , that ‘an inventory of 

‘his land and should be taken, and it 

, that he, the father, should have 

‘twice as much as the mother, the mother twice as much 


| 

| 

1 

| 
\ 
{ 

‘ 
~ 


Misstatements Refuted. 135 
‘as the son, and the son twice 
‘—and further, that’ in case any of them left the socie- 
‘ ty, his or her share should be given up, as this deponent 
‘ understood.’ | 
If the gorau. pe that it should be given up, in case 
any of them-left the society previous to their consecrating 
it, this was correct ; but in case of any one consecrating 
his interest, by a solemn covenant, none could be so ig- 


_ norant as to imagine that it could ever be recalled : it is 


out of the power of man to make any such contract ; nor 
hath the said Davis stated that he had any such promise. 
The law of God is explicit, that no devoted thing, which 
a man shall devote to the Lord, sliall be redeemed, Lev. 
xxvii, 28; And the example, in founding the first gospel 
church, hath left that point without any ground of con- 
test. Thus Peter to Ananias—Why hath satan filled 
thine heart to lie to aa Ghost, gnd keep back of 
the price of the. land. ile it remained, was it not 
thine own; and after it was sold, was it not in thine 
own power ? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine 
heart ? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 
The only a of fraud, in the statement of Jon- 
athan, was in the manner of payment for his land, that 
the money was counted to him, by John Wallace, before 
witnesses, amounting to 1500 dollars, the receipt of which 
he acknowledged, and, that the money returned again 
to the desk from whence it came: The affidavit of James 


Bedell is to the same import, to prove that landholders’ 


were generally paid in that manner: and that the proper- 


_ty was thereby alienated from them and their heirs, and 


conveyed to the elders. A greater misrepresentation 
could, not have been invented! In whatever manner 
the settlement was made between the trustees and those 
persons, it was according:to their own agreement, and 
was intended to stand both in law and conscience, 
as their covenant specified : accordingly, the whole price 
of the land was, by the good will and consent of the indi- 
viduals, deposited in a joint interest, which was declared 
to be established for the benefit of the poor, the widow 
and. thé fatherless, and ather’ objects of charity ; among 
whom the individual ‘was an equal sharer, whether he 
put in little or much. It is therefore an undeniable fact, 


af 


‘ 


that the priges of lands, sold by Francis Bedle, Sam-: 
uel Sering, Amos Valentine, Samuel Holloway, Elijah 
Davis, Jonathan Davis, &c. never were appropriated to the 
elders,or to any others, but to the immediate and fature 
benefit of those very persons, in union, together with their 
heirs; and that the deacons, or trustees, who-are misrepre- 
ganizing and supporting an institution, i 

benefit of all concerned, and for the 
general good of mankind ; and hence the said joint inter- 
est was not only free to supply the present needs of all, old 
and young, but according’to the faith of al) concerned, 
minors were considered still as heirs of an equal portion of 
provided their claim 
was not forfeited through their misconduct. 

Why then, we may ask, hath Satan tempted the hearts 
of this persecuting to make so gross a misrepresen- 
tation of an institution the most sacred, and to back 
so much of the truth ? It.is not against men, God, 
that the old accuser of the brethren vented his false 
accusations.—For the further information of the candid, 
we insert the following certificates, for the authenticity 
of which we are responsible: 

_ We, the undersigned, members of the United Society, 
do certify, that we did, in the year 1812, make sale of 
our lands, for the purpose of consecrating oursé¢lves and 
property to the pious and charitable uses of the 
that it was well understood that whatever we con- 


secrated and gave up te the was never to be re-. 


called. And we do further declare, that the elders-were 
'y nor were ‘they ever ‘it, | 
wholly in nt our pro ; 
truth of these days ate y to affirm, at any time, 


before any lawful authority. | : 

Union Village,  PRANCES BEDLE, 
9th September, 1819. * AMOS VALENTINE, ~« 


MILLER, ist 
SAMUEL SERING. 


al 


| A 


that when 1 was about 13 of 
ed the people calles) much 
. insomeeh that I left them. | en I 


1) 
having faith in the tes- 


er’s fa- 


Union Village, Sept 8, 1819. Son of Jonathan Davis 
We, do certify, 
| 
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I do certify, 
my parents jol 
against my ti 
| was about sixteen | came 
| timony, whieh I embraced, and sta with my 
| years, after which I moved to the 
mily,s by consent. From that time to the 
| present, I e had intimate acquaintance with them, 
and de certify that their life and. example have 
| constant witness to-me,of the trath of thei profession, : 
| have been the means of establishing may faith in 
testimony became of received} 
just portion my father’s estate, disposed 
wn mind, free from controul, And 
when we became of age, our estates 
full liberty to take it with- 
eut any embarrassments. we are at any time wil . 


anes DANIEL MI 
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ling to ae to any of the above statements, as 


they have been much contested. 
JOSEPH C. WORLEY, 
Son of M. Worley, aged 21. 
Sept. 8, 1819. ANDREW TC. HOUSTON, 
Son of M. Houston, aged 21. 


We, the ae certify, that we have lived 
among the people called Shakers, for a number of years, 
both in a state of minority and manhood ; that we never 
were compelled to do any thing contrary to our own 
faith ; nor do we know of any eee or compulsion to 
force the:conscience,in any manner whatever: that when 
we became of lawful age, we each of us received our just 
portion of our parents’ estate, which we used according 
to our Own minds, and were left free todo with ourselves 
and our interest as we saw proper. And.we are willi 


to affirm to the truth of the above, when called ape fo 


a legal manner. Given under our hands at Union Vil- 
lage, this 9th day of 1819. 

LER, Son of John Miller. 
LEWIS VALENTINE, Son of Amos Valentine. 


MOSES HOLLOW AY, Son of Jacob Holloway. 


‘The next general complaint exhibited in the aforesaid 
petition, and referred to the depositions aforesaid, is in- 
cluded briefly in the ideas of breaking up and separating 
those bound together by the ties of nature—in a word, 
dissolving the marriage covenant, prohibiting the lawful 
intercourse of marri ons, and fortni connections 


between the male and female, directly con to sound 


licy in a state, to reason, and the commandments of 


od. See their book, p. 83,87, 96; where it is stated, 
first, by Jonathan Davis, ‘ that it was preached to them, 


_ repeatedly; by the Shakers, that the institution of marri- 


¢ age was not of God ; but proceeded from the devil, and 
‘the lusts of the flesh.” This ig a misrepresentation, an 
entire perversion of the truth. at hath been preached 
in the society, first and last; on°that subject, is, that the 


_lusts of the flésh are not 6f God, but of the devil ; which 
is the plain doctrine of the hely scriptures. But if the 
aforesaid deponents 


communicated the idea that wé dis- 


f 
4 
/ 
\/ 
e 
d 


Misstatements Refuted. 
annulled the covenant between oné*man and 
one woman, and made provision for the flesh in some 
other way, or if such an idea hath been received; be it 
known, that it is an absolute falsehood. We have been 
prey ants ry gospel to break the bands of the flesh, but not 
the of matrimony. The marriage covenant we hold 
to be inviolable, until every tittle thereof is fulfilled. 

It is our opponents that have made the infraction upon 
the institution of jage, and applied to the civil pow- 
ers for a dissolution of it; but they cannot dissolve it, 
upon any cause which the gospel will offer: they may 
exult in a pretended victory over James Chapman ; but 
it is all a farce, the mere froth of party contention and 
animosity. ‘The father is first in the government of his 
children, because that right was given of God; children 
are bound to honour and obey thé, father as first in the 
government, and it is not in the power of any legislature 
to’reverse it. The woman is bound to be subject to the 
man, in the proper line of her duty; neither is there 
either law or gospel to release her. A party, unprece- 
dently, gave her a writing of divorcement ;. but from the 
beginning it was not so, neither was it with the assent or 


- consent of any state.or nation now on earth, or founded 


on any law, but that of the members of the legislature, 
who voted for it then and there. The council of revision 
were opposed to it; many of the citizens were 
to it; and a part of the legislature were opposed to it: 
and more than that, the words of Jesus Christ are oppo- 
sed to it. And whosoever shall. marry her that is di- 
vorced, committeth adultery. Matt. vi, $2. 

_ The institution of marriage existed before either devil 
or fleshly lust was known to man. . The Lord God made. 
a woman, and brought her the man,.as an help be- 


fore him. This was the institutigp of marriage, but not 


a word about when or how they should cohabit, or whether 
at all: nor. was there any provision made for him te put 
her away, or for her to lea him. And had the man.con- 
tinued m his virginity for 900. years, all the beasts on 
earth might have legislated on his case,.and reproached 
his morals, and formed their decrees to.get away his be. 
but he was independent of all c@nsure, so long as 

stood in the counsel of God. . The institutions of mar- 


7 


a 


is binding, and must be ful 
| such a covenant that they land will 
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riage, since the fall, have been so various and contradic- 
tory, that they could not all have proceeded from God. | 
Their polygamies and matrimonial clubs, and even sin- 
marriages have been instituted by men according, to 

ir rules of civil policy; but where one man and ‘one 
woman covenant and agree to live tegether, and support 
a joint interest, every thing pertaining to that covenant 
filled ; and to sup that it 


t at all times and seasons, when either shall feel 
disposed so to do, and that as long as they live, is a most 
egregious absurdity—an affront to common decency. 

e law of Moses declared with whom, and at what 
times and seasons they should net cohabit, under penalty 
of death, or other punishments, but specified neither 
time nor season in which either man or woman was bound 
to perform that act, as an indispensable duty; therefore 
no penalty was ever, first or last, by any law of God, 
annexed to the non-performance; bat this modern 
itics, hath it , and that 4 

magnitude, without adducing a single item 
lane th Saves it be the 
law in the members that warreth against the law of the 


The Mosaic law allowed a woman at least nine months 
for child-bearing, and three for gettifg out of the blood 
of her purification, if she bare a female child ; which 
amounted to one year, that the parties must be 
but the New-Hampshire bill, fixed the only period of 
separation, at six months, which must lay the man under 
the necessity of violatmg the law of , and ruming 
his soul, or be disfranchised from every privilege of cit- 
zenship. If this is christian religion, it was, truly, wi 


upon others. Then thei that 
we disanoul the marriage t, must fall u 
themselves, for they have sufficiently proved that 
are the very ones that are ing to do it, and that 
under the false : 
The whole hu of Eunice Chapman Mary 
Dyer, was, that their husbands-had abandoned them, and 


\ 
MURC 
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i, by the religion! and we may a 
christian much lust—much do w : § 
if 
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had taken other women in their place ; that the church 
had protected them in their abandonment, and was cov- 
ering them in their adultery. Could any thing be more 

? Yet under this false pretext, the civil government 

s petitioned to protect them, (the petitioners,) in aban- 
doning their husbands, and in effect, to cover them in 
their adultery, by a total dissolution of the marriage con- 
tract; and in the same form the process is exhibited, in 
this country ; pretending that we form unlawful mar- 
riages, and live in abomimable crimes; and these things 
they have stated to the public, without naming the man 
ealibens inst whom such unlawful wedlock can be 
ved. Was ever any thing invented more deceitful ? 
The principal evidence which they have adduced in 
support of this odious charge, is the affidavit of Elizabeth 
Davis, concerning some things that should have been said 
to her by some of the elder sisters.—Here is her state- 
ment. gcp7*‘ And if she would be more faithful, she 
‘should have a better mate than her fleshly husband; 
‘upon which this deponent said ‘that she did not want any 
‘other than her husband; to which they replied, she 
‘ should not have him, as he was the cenlebebtens carnal 
‘nature, and that when she became more faithful, sue 


© SHOULD HAVE A BETTER MATE, ACCORDING TO THE GIFT.’ 


This is stated as the doctrine of Lucy Smith, and another 


eldress ; and what is there in it, admitting the correct-— 


ness of the statement, - which we have no evidence) 
as a foundation for the inable doctrine, with which 
they have impeached us? The doctrine we teach is as old 


as. the prophet Isaiah. Sing, O barren, thou that didst 


not bear—for thy Maker is thine husband ; the Lord of 
hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 


It is therefore the privi of believers to be 

(a ied)..to another, who is raised from the dead, that 
ing dead (or being dead to that, gr.) wherein they were 
held Rom. vii.. thats, being crucified with its 
affections and. lusts, Ww are carnal; both man and 
woman may be joined tothe Lord in one spirit, and be- 
come members of the church without ssa sre of the 
marriage cevenant ; and certainly any who believe in the 
existence of Christ, or the indwe of his Spirit, must 
grant that he is @ better mate than the old. man, with all 

Z 


' 
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-jievers, in whatever situation. they stand, we maintain 


his pretended love and flattery. But taking it as having 


respect to the visible relation and correspondence of be- 


that they are better companions, every way, and enjey 
more satisfaction and solid good in other’s company, 


than those who live after the flesh. ‘This is according to 
the neither touch, taste, nor 
practice-on this point, ere: both 
~ Our an on are 
sear wn intelligible to any reasonable mind, were it not 
the of that Elymas, that 
Jesus, in 8 ing and misrepresenting us, to turn 
souls from the fai O full of all deceit and wicked. 
ness, child of the devil, enemy of all ri how 
long wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the 
Lord, Acts xiii, 10. 
Should we adopt any form of matri which ever 
was adopted by man to please the flesh, we might live 
unmolested ; but our espousals are of another species. 
‘The gospel hath furnished us a license to be espoused to 
Christ, as a chaste virgin, without blemish ‘or spot, there- 
fore the world hate us, and say all manner of evil against 
us won for Christ’s sake. See Jer. xxxi, 15. | 
e 


positions of John and Elizabeth Davis, concer- 


ning their trials and conflicts, and what should have ta- 
ken place between them and the society, when they pro- 
fessed to be members, can bear no colour of — — 
any but those who were immediately rem 
their own stories it may be understood, that they all 
lived if one connection ; that Jonathan was the q 
(as he is pleased to call himself,) consequently, if there 
was misconduct or any impradence, in trying to detain 
Elizabeth, the blame ‘was among themselves ; for there 
never was such counsel given from the ministry, first r 


last, to hold an unbeliever im the society, one moment : 


but rather to get rid of th possible-—— 
Therefore, according to the Welk order of the so- 
ciety, that every family have tosettle their own matters 
mutual ent, the party themselves are exclu- 
ively entitled to all that they have related of their wars, 
and fightings, and religious exercises. The church hath 
nothing to do with such matters: But however disor 


. 


| 
| | 


> 


— Jonathan’s family might have been, we cannot but 
think that they are grossly misrepresented in the depo- 
sition of John Davis, respecting their blasphemous mock- 


"What exhibitions might bave been made among those 
who had been Presbyterians, Methodists, and New- 
Lights, concerning their former nen heat, cannot 
say; but to suppose that they did wantonly curse God, 
‘ Ww in the were, ‘ agai 
would. curse such God,’ but in the book it 1s— 
they would curse:God.’ ‘Here we discover an es- 
sential difference between the statement of Davis, and 
that of Van Vieet.. Davis himself did*not swear to the 
words that should have been used, whether it was sucli a 
or such a spirit; it might therefore be charitabl 
that they meant the devil or the god of this wor! 


or some evil spirit, but to convert it into positive blas-— 


, the editor new modified expression altoge- 
to be copied in this work,” there- 
a, whi t it to chime with his man 
y; but the reader may viieatenticliimdtnass- 
ter of this blas , and the fabricator of it cannot 
clear himself of it, and on his own head let it rest. 
nesses, without elp o r geniuses, were incapa- 
ble of inventing the ‘whith were to the 
blic, that much of the false colouring in which their af- 
Fdavits appear, is to their scribes and orators. 
See the oration in the Star of Nov. 12, 1817—where the 


editor, ‘after. repeating the.horrid, cruel, blasphemous 


ings deposed, exclaimed: in. these words, < Will any 

mber.of the United Society have the frontless hardi- 
* hood to that these deponents, under the solemn 
‘ sanction of an oath, asgerted a lie... They will not— 
‘they dare not.?, How we assert any thing abont it 
when we were not present at the taking-of those deposi- 


tiens ? When.a lie came. out, we could assert that.itwas 


a lie, but who formed it we could not say. . In the afore- 
said oration it was said, ‘ Baily testifies that two lads 
* were beaten in the most wanton apd cruel manner, and 


| | 
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‘ but for the interference of a robust young man, the devo- 
‘tions of these striplings would have been eterually at 
‘anend.’ This statement, (on which ‘the Pen 
probably, founded their charge of cruel an 
punishments) we could assert was‘a But whe- 
ther the statement first J was formed by the editor, 
or Baily, we could not tell; what is stated in their book 
as the deposition of Henry Baily, (page 94;) is a most 
perversion of truth, from first to last, as will ap- 


gross 
— from the following ‘quotation? August 27, 1817. 


mw Baily ‘ Being duly sworn, saith, thatin me 
«1816, he, with his wife, joined the society called Sha 
* &c. &c. And that after much difficu ie stratagem 
‘and the aid of his neighbours, he effec is escape, 
with his wife, in April 1817.’ 
Now be it known, that this Henry Baily, who former- 
ly lived on Madriver, had left his wife and family and 
taken up with another woman, and came with her to the 


society, desiring a ptiyilege + and they got a privil of 
living on‘land belong tothe tire 
from the —_— and @£ attending meeting ; but Baily 
never could: find his relation to the society, while he 
lived in adultery with that’ weman, or neglected his duty 
towards his wile ; whe never was.in the society, to our 
knowledge. Nor was there any thing to-hinder the said 
Baily and woman, to make their escape from: the cabbin 
whenever they cheseto | 
The deposition of Jonathan ae is, throughout, 
a misstatement. His story about ill treatment of 
Patty ‘Rude; is false and groundless, for she was not 


_afhong us or of us at the time alluded to. And- to say 


that we held and concealed his son, is false, His son 
was a believer, and went, with his father’s rare: | 
live in the family of Samuel Parkhurst. Aftem-the 

Jonathan renounced his faith, the youth ran off, to get 
out of the way, and changed oe for any thing we 
know ; and the society to whiéithe. wen exercised such 


charity towards -him,as they felt. We hadno controul 


over the youth... His father had-encov him to be a 
believer, and placed-him in a situation where he was. do- 
ing well, and it was his faith as his 

had taught hig, that he fled.. or was there any 


unnatargl 
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authority exercised over him, until he was found by his 


brother (and others) who dragged him off contrary to 
ee ing child ising them in bon- 
oO ren, raising them 
ignorance, is supported By the 
vits of Huldah Davis, Jacob Rude, or such licentious 
characters: We must therefore be excused from a cri- 
tical attention to every particular narrated by these de- 
ts, as we have no doubt, but their wickedness will 
manifest to all men. If the civil authorities are suf- 
ficient to restrain the party from acts of villany and 
upon us ; we apprehend but little injury from 
any other quarter. According to the test of law and 
pel their slanderous statements leave us without a 
Blot, and according to the words of St. Peter (properly 
translated)‘ These as natural irrational animals, born in- 
‘to bondage and ion, blaspheming things which 
‘ they know not, shall be with their own filth.’ 


_ Among the aan details about the Shakers, in the 
publication of Van Vieet & Camron, we find the depo- 
sition of a certain Josiah Terry, who is one their princi- 
witnesses, having furnished testimony against the 
ers to the eastward, sufficient to fill five pages of 
their book. As the character of this young man may be 
unknown in this part of the country, we think it but jus- 
tice that the public should have his statements, on the 
other side of the question, as delivered at Uniofi Village 
from his own mouth, before witnesses. — 


THE CASE OF JOSIAH TERRY. 


Some time in December 1818, Josiah Terry came to 
Union Village, (Ohio,) and with every manifestation of _ 


sincerity, most importunel uested the privilege of 
initiation ito our society called Shakers. 
we questioned him, as to the motives he*had, in maki 
such a request, being an entire stranger. He repli 
that he was not ignorant of the people nor their testimony, 
having been connected with them, to the eastward, for 
several years. We asked eee 
A 


" 
. 
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whether he discovered any delusion in the faith, or de- 
ception and wickedness in the people. He answered 
that it was neither; but that he himself was altogether 
in fault. We asked him if he had taken the track which 
many*ethers had done, who had turned off from the ped 
ple. He, supposing that we had a reference to wicked- 
ness, in general, replied thatshe had not kept his faith, 
although he had vowed that he would.—That he some- 
times did, for a short time, ; but that temptation had gen- 
erally prevailed against him. We then gave him. to un-. | 
derstand what we meant by the last question: that is, } 
whether he had not, like many others, slandered and@e- 

lied the people of God. He stid that he had, as we 

might see in the publication of Eunice Chapman, asking 


us if we had seen it. We answered that we had not. / 

Well, said he, whether you have seen it or not, in that 

publication my deposition and name are to be found ; 
adding that he was heartily sorry for it—that:he would | 


rather than any consideration that it never had been— 
that the whole of said deposition was misrepresentation 
and a lie,—and that hemever would have given it, but 
| through the impetuosity of poe, for he was not only 
chagrined with the elders, for shutting him out of union, : 
however just; but was very much captivated with the | 
| flatteries of Eunice, which he sepresented to be uncom- 
mon. But he declared that he had no intention of tak- 
ing his oath on the statements which he gave. That he 
was sent for by her, and that free conversation ensued, 
a first, a second and a third time: That he never sus- 
pected her of a design of making those things public ; but 
on his last visit, he found that she had carefully marked 
down all that he had said, putting upon it her own glosses. / 
She then asked-him if he would qualify to the truth of 
those statements. He said, that at first, he was very 
much staggered, and knew not what to do ; however, as 
he had gone so far, he forced. himself on, and said that 
he would ; which he did, and that to his great sorrow. 
He, then; related tous the circumstances relative to 
his connexion with the believers at New-Enfield: That 
he had been about four years with them, in all; that the 
first two years, he was with them, he lived up to his faith, 
and was, therefore, justified and comfortable and well 


\ 
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j satisfied ; that, the last two years, he had not been faith- 


ful, aud consequently, did not find so much union among 
the people: that he had been frequently warned of his 
danger, by his elders ; but that he was regardless ; and } 
firially, by so frequent a violation of his faith, he best his : 
union and the confidence of the oops totally, so that he 
was told, that it was not worth his while to stay a 
believers, seeing he did not obey the gospel. He said, 
he then felt himself cut off, and setired from the people, 
but resolved that he would not survive it long, and there- 
} fore betook himself tothe bank of a pond, and there, un- 
: me shelving rocks, and on the ice (for it was win- 
ter) he lay for a considerable length of time, we think, 
he stated a day or two, or a day and a night, without vic- 
tuals, bedding or fire, in order that hegnight perish ; But 
finding it rather severe, he retired to an adjacent moun- — 
tain, determined to perish himself there ; and having re- 
mained there a day or two, without victuals or fire, he 
was, at length, discovered by a young believer, who was 
out cutting wood: but as the young believer approached, | 
he withdrew from the place: That said young believer 
went home and brought some bread and left it where he { 
had seen him, which he, the said Terry, got, and then | 
came down to the young believer’s house-—That when 
— of his situation and sufferings wa’ made to the 
ers (of which they had hitherto been unapprised) they 
conversed with him and gave him another privilege, 
which he also misimproved, and finally cut himself off 
again-—That he then retired to Albany, and fell into con- 
versation with the said Eunice Chapman (as above stated) 
and got into that piece of business, which had always 
i given him such pain. 
We asked him if he a recan- 
tation of the things misstated, in his deposition, in pub- 
lic print. He said-he was willing, and would do it, and 
talked of returning to Niskeuna, in York state, and get- 
ting the aid of Seth Y. Wells in the affair ; but from the 
i manifest distress which he was under, we had our doubts, 
whether he would be able to go through with it. 
‘The said Terry appeared to be in the greatest agony 
of mind, we ever saw any person, on any occasion, espe- 


cially when he came on his false statements in his depo- 
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sition. He could sit buta minute ata time; would rise, 
sigh, groan, wring his hands, and exclaim—Whata mis- 
erable manI am! &c. He tarried with us part of two 
days and a night, and started with the professed intention 
of righting his wrongs—and we have not seen him 
since. 
The truth of the above statement we are willing to 
affirm before any civil authority, if required-—Given un- 
der our hands this 10th day of August, 1819. 
ATTHEW HOUSTON. 


CHARACTER OF THOMAS BROWN. 


In the publication of Van Vleet and Camron, we dis- 
cover a piece entitled, ‘Thomas Brown’s refutation of 
‘the Shakers’ remonstrance. We also learn that the 
said Brown hath published a book of several hundred 
pages, entitled a ‘ History of the Shakers.’ His history 
we have not seen ; but the history, which we have 
had of the man, we are authorised to say, that his pre- 
tentions to having been a member of our society are un- 
founded, and only serve as a cloak of deceivableness to 
impose on the credulous and uninformed, as many others 
have done. He lived for some time adjacent to the so- 
ciety at Niskeuna, and by attending meeting and other 
means of information, hak opportunity of picking up ma- 
ny things relating to our faith and order, but his 
sition to the doctrine of obedience to the gospel, th 
kept him at too great.a distance from the people, to be 

e to say much about them in a spirit of truth. We 

ive him neither credit nor discredit for what he may 

ave stated, either for or os ; as truth can neither be 
bettered by his idle speculations, or falsehood injure us, 
from any authority with which he can sanction it. There- 
fore, as we consider him acypher, we leave his pretend- 
ed refutation, (false and dishonest as it is) without any 
furtherremark upon it. | 


| SAMUEL SERING. . 
| 


If the component parts of the aforesaid publication 
are eompared with each ether, it will evidently appear, 
that they all centre te one point; and that is, to aid 
Eunice Teauitien (a chosen woman) to tear down a soci- 
a a woman was instrumental in building up.— 

t against that holy and Motherly Spirit, first mani- 
fested in Ann Lep, and afterwards in Lucy Waicur, 
eye we are taught to follew the footsteps of Jesus 

hrist, they have taken counsel together, and t 
many. witnesses, te put her to death. It must ore 
-be considered, that so:great a-collection of matter,* in a 
céiise of this nature (for the witnesses are many) would 
require too large a volume to treat of all their false accu- 
sations: And, as our only object, in noticing these things, 
is to advocate the cause of innecen inst the torrent 
of oppression and unrighteous cution, we shail 
to offer such information respecting the seed of 

bibbers, whoremongers, nor gluttons, nei promoters 
of riot, disorder, or fdas: ates but, in obedience to 
the teaching ef their Blessed Mother, it may truly be 


is justified of her children. 
NARRATIVE OF WILLIAM DAVIS. 
This is to certify, that I, William Davis, of the county 
of Warren, and state of Ohio, being one of the party in- 
cluded im the deposition of John Davis, for committing a 


riot, &c. on the bodies of the said John Davis and Jona- 
than Davis—which deposition hath been published to the 


world consequence of all being indicted who were 


present at the transaction, we have never had a suitable 
to open the the public as it really I end 
itm to give ic a statement e 
e time in the m July, 1817, my . 
brother, Jonathan Davis, ran pacer ta the school where 


my father Elijah had placed-him, and went to the town — 


"(Cp The work of an imperious whorith women—Exek. xvi, 16.90. 
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ef Lebanon, to the said John Davis,his cousin, My fa- 
ther and I went after the boy; but John Davis, Eli Truitt, 
and others, forbade us to have any thing to do with the 
’ boy ; stating that they would protect him-from his father, 
to the shedding of the last drop of their blood. .I went 
several times, to see if by any means I could get them 
to ~ him up to my father ; but to no effect. My father 
and mother went, but could effect nothing. Some time 
after, John Wallace was informed by a friend, where 
John Davis and the boy were at work, some distance 
from the town. My father, anxious to obtain the 
and insisting on having him brought home, myself @id 
four others went to the place where they were at work: 4 
I went forward, and took my brother b arm, and told 
him he must go hom with me ; John Davis rose up witha 
large drawing-kni his hand, and told me if I did not 
let him go, he would cut off my arm; at this time John 
Wallace came forward and said to John Davis, be civil, 
we want nothing to do with you; we only wish to take 
s Jonathan to his father: the said Davis then left me, and 
turned to Wallace with his knife drawn, in a position to 
strike. At this time, it is said, that Wallace showed a 
spear to Davis, and bade him stand off. I then took the 
boy some distance, when John Davis called to the boy 
and said, you have got my hat: we then threw the hat 
| back to Davis. n we had got about fifty yards with 
. the boy, John Davis passed us with the knife in one hand 
PS and a club in the other,-stating that he would soon have 
help, and take the boy fremus. After passing us a little, 
he turned back, and came to where we were, and drew 
his knife as if to strike; one of us, then, stopped the 
knife with a stick; he drew it again, and it-was stopped 
in like manner, which ended the attempts of striking.— 
We frequently requested him to for 
we wanted nothing to do with him: nevertheless he con- 
tinued to follow us, for sixty or seventy rods, threatening 
us with violence. He then returned to the town of Leba- 
non, and made oath that violence was committed by us, 
and obtained a warrantfor us all; which was executed 
without resistance. He also, on the same day, collected 
a mob, who came on to retake the boy; they surrounded 
the house, where the boy was, with clubs, loaded whips, 
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&c.—but the boy made his escape through the midst of 
the crowd, and went to the woods and eon himself 
from them. 1 do further testify, that we had no intention 
of injuring the said John Davis, nor any other person or 
persons ; our on! is father 
and mother. This am willing to testify to, when le- 


ly called on. 
oy | WILLIAM DAVIS. 


We, the a do certify, that the above state- 
taking ; ich we were a 

| NATHAN SHARP, 
THOMAS HUNT 
LEWIS WAIT. 


DIRECT INFORMATION, RESPECTING THE 
CHURCH AT UNION VILLAGE. 


4. Memorial.— Whereas it mera from the i 
records, that the United Society, called Shakers, have 
been reported to the public, and particularly to the 
legislative authorities in different of the United 
_ States, under various and contradictory characters ; 
that the best and most correct information respecting 
this people hath been solicited, from those who have 
the most intercourse with them ; that this information, 
in whatever form it me appear, should be published 
to the world ;—and whereas it appeareth to the said 
society at Union Village, to be PF mare safe and 
efficacious method, for a number of competent witness- 
es, in the different orders of the society, to give a plain 
statement of their experience and observations, duri 
their residence among ae porate as a memorial 
facts, which have been called in question :—therefore, 
the pvr statements, having been duly examined, 
and acknowledged as genuine by the individuals whose 
names are annexed, the information therein contained 
is submitted to the public, in form following : 


| 
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| & I, Calvin Morrell; do certify, that I received the gos- 
pel, the first year of its opening in this western country, 
ai and acknowledged certain men sent from the church at 
iy New-Lebanon, as my elders, to whom I confessed 
sins, believing that was in them ofatrath. All may 
‘ rest assured that the conduct of those whom Ihad taken | 
| for my pattern and example, was, by me, narrowly in- 
spected ; and I can truly say, from my first acquaintance | 
with the elders of this society to the present momen 
i that the meckness, charity, patience, temperance an 
godliness, which hath been at all times manifested in 
every part of their conduct, makes it safe and pleasing 
for me to follow them, as they follow Christ. * 
The doctrine that is universally taught at Union Vil- 
lage is, that Chrisé hath made his second and final ap- 
pearing, in the person of Axw Lez, peo whom was — 
ught to light the wisdom, beauty and perfection of our 
everlasting Mother. ‘This doctrine I have the most abso- 
lute belief in, and can say before God and all men, that I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Mornen, for I do know, 
from certain experience, that it is the’ r of God unto 
salvation, because it hath saved me from my lusts, the 
radical cause of all sin in the human famil pie 


& 


CALVIN 
Union Village, Sept.10, 1819. 


= Samuel Rollins (formerly a teacher in the town of Ma- 
rietta, and a candidate for the gospel ministry) saith— 
‘It is fourteen years since I embraced the faith of Christ’s 
second appearance, (i. e. in Mother) and set out to follow 
the instruction and example of the elders at Union village, : 
who came from NewLebanon, state of N.York,whose coun- 


sel and instruction have been: to bear my cro#s, faithfully, 

- against the works of the flesh; that this I'must do, if I meant 
to follow Christ in regeneration, who had nothing to do 
with the corrupt generation of the first Adam; that I must” 

cross my covetous my just debts,restoreif I 

— had taken any thing unjustly, cross and ‘subdue my evil 

- passions and propensities, bridle the tongue (that unruly 

4 member) as essential in constituting a happy arse : in 

a word, to confess and forsake all evil in my knowledge; 


and having proved this way (which appeared safe for my 


| 


| 
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immortal part) the above term of time, I can testify, that 
Ldo sincerely believe, from my experience of increasing 
victory over an evil mature, and the upright example 
manifested in the lives of the elders who lead us in .the 
| way, that it is the only way of redemption that can or 
| ever will be made known tofallen man’ se 


| L. Ashbel Kitchell, (son of John Kitchell, Esq. deceased) 
saith— In the year 1805, 1 heard the testimony of the 

pce called ers, ‘which (as to doctrine) I believed, 

t. for nearly two years stood as a spectator, to see the 

ts of their conduct, by which my conviction increas- 

* ed: that in the year 1807, I confessed my sins and set out 
to find my relation to the people, by a hfe of self denial, 

and from, that time to the present, Ibhave had the most 
intimate acquaintance with the elders, (being a daily ob- 
server of their rtment) and can say, with a clear : 


conscience before and all men, that as touching the 
rectitude of their morals, 1 know of no nd of cen- 
sure ;and I have the most undoubted evidence to believe 
that the salvation of souls was their only motive in com- | 
ing to this country, and that they are free from the im- 

putation of lucrative deception or 
tyranny or ion, or any thing contrary toa life of — f 
ona piety known to This I am willing to | 
testify before any just tribunal. Sept. 8. * 


Smith son of Col. Smith, author of a pamphiet 
against the ers) saith—*‘ I have been devoted to the _ - 
: tuition and government of children and youth for nearly 
ten e elders never had the immediate care of | 
children in this society, but as their care. extended to us 
| all,and as we were instructed by them to ening a our 
em. e mild and gentle spirit e 
Fine of unruly children by 
from the authority of their or guardians, that. @ ~~ 
with the exercise ef corporeal punishment or any abuse — . 
of old or young, the eldefs never were maa "pate in my 
knowledge, they are innocent as touching all such slan- ae 
| _ derous reports, about the cruel and abusive treatment of } 
_ children. Moreover, I — almost seven years, ‘ 


| 


+ 

the next door to the@iders from the east, and.can confi- 
dently say, upon good evidence, that their daily life and 
_ example have been the loudest ppeaching that ever mine 
ears did hear; and for no other patel gen Bed 
their lives and the piercing truth of the testimony which 

inst hidden abominations of the wicked, 
is manner of evil spoken against them falsely. 


= 


| Faith (daughter of col. “Lamb) having livéd-at 
Union. Village many years, and bein acquainted with 
the ministry and Elders of our Society, saith ‘ I feel it iZ 
my duty to bear that the Elders do set us a é 
perfect example. of godliness and sobriety : and what- 
eyer disorders may have existed among us, A 
stages of our faith, were not according to their teaching : 
but they’ have ved us for many,eyils in the time of 
f our ignorance, when as yet we had not learned the way of 
God perfectly, Now would it nobe cruel. to our 
$ lovely ministers, (who do on all occasions follow. the ex- 
ample of Christ) with all the evil that can be circulated 
_ by those svho have gone out from among us, but were not 
of us? Be ashamed, ye deceivers the world! and 
cease-toslander,.mob and persecute the innocent off- 
spring ofa leayenly parentage’ 
4 4 4 


LCharlotte Morrell [daughter Dr orrell} do cer- 
tify. that I-have lived inthe Society ers, at 
: Union Village, above thirteen years, find haye been per 
_ gonally and mtimately acquainted with the Elders (hav- 
ing lived under their counsel and instruction that 
of time) and have never seen any thing in them contra 
toa spirit of meekness, charity and kindness to all, bo 
old and young: Also, their ministration, both in public 
and private, hath been with a swift testi inst the ) 
«  fiesh and all evil... They-neither teach nor d to any | 
sexual intercourse, covered over with a mask of spiritual | 
union, nor'give the least apprdliation to such a debauched 
invention of the wicked one... And I can answer a good 
_ conscience to God and to all people for the truth of what 


~ . 
* 


t 
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Ebenezer Morrell; now living af Union Village, when 


about 18 years of age; ived faith in the testimony of 
Christ’s second Séon after, moved to li 

in the house with the Elders; where I had an intimate ac- 
quaintance with a number of them, both brethren and 
sisters, for several years ; during this timegl never saw 
nor heard any thing among them contrar the spirit 
of meekness and love. In the year 1812, I moved to the 
schoo! order and have.been an assistant in the care of 


structions frem the Eldérs, which, in relation to the go 

vernment of youth and children, arg c hended in 
full, and their faith plainly declared and published to the 
world, in a book, entitled “ The Testimony of Christ's 
* Second Appearing,’ page 502, verses 101, 102, as fol- 
lows: ‘In the order and government or regulation of 
*the Church, no compulsion or violence is either used, ap- 


proyed, or found necessary. Parents or guardians, who 


“aréyoung in their faith and travel and in their under- 
* standing of Christ’s government,-and who have unruly 
‘ arid disobedient children, are permitted to correct their 
* children, according to their own discretion, as they ma 
* judge most prudent for their welfare. “But no co 

‘ punishment of any kind, either is or can be. inflicted on 
‘any person, old or young, in any case whatever, by or 
‘among those who stand in the perfect order sit erty 
‘ of the gospel.’ ) 


Now, a8 toughing tis mater, if there hath been any 


given r to youth omchildren, of any kind, in 
any case whatevef, it is con to the teaching ‘of the 
elders. 


ren ever sincé; and have had my teaching and if- | 


Sept. 9, 1819. 


We, theliindersigned, do certify, thit.we have lived 


in the society of BelieVers, called Shakers, thirteen years, 

incipally in the school order, and can solemnly declare, 

t we never were taugiit by the elders to exercise any 

abuse. to children ; but to treat them always kindly, 

according to the gospel—to restrain them from vice, by 

mild and gentle measures ; and ‘if the rod of correction 


* 
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| was ever used, that itshould be in moderation. And we 
3 do alsodeclare, that the only bondage ever taught by the 
elders, hath been to keep good ontler, which always was 
bondage ‘to an evil nature; and in. keeping the order, 
which is easy toa well disposed mind, and nothing hard 
or truel in it, we have always enjoyed the blessings of 
| God, and been protected from evil—Given under our 


NANCY ROLLINS. i 
KITCHEDR 
CYNTHIA HILL. 


testify, in the Year 1805, that my parents believed in 
the présent testimorty of Christ’s second appearing, and 
I saw it had a good effect upon m pron which 
wrought conviction in my soul, and I, being about 10 
years old, embraced the faith. SoI liygd with this peo- 
ple and was obedient and subject according to my - 
sure, until I became of lawful age, and was able to@fuse 
for myself. Imade the gospel my everlasting and final 
choice, never to depart from it. : 
> - And furthermore, I am very intimately acquainted 
" with the school order, I am one that have care of the chil- 
dren, 1, with them for about four years; and 
in al thedaachin which I have ha@from the elderscon- 
certimp ane children, how they shotitd be raised and gov- 
: erned, was to bring them up in themurture and admoni- 
. tion of the Lord, to, govern them by the spirit of the 
goepel, try to work conviction im their consciences toe 
eep them ougof viceand sin. And ff we went contra- 
ry to this, we went contrary toour elders’ teaching. 
Furthermore, we upderstand the world of mankfhd 
have it, that we teach our children to hate and despise 
their ag ; but I certify to the contrary, that we teach 
the children tojhonour, reverence and respect their pa- 
rents in all things, aswell as all.yirtuous*people ; and 
to hate nothing but that which is Contrary to a pure mind 
and conscience. And Hkewise, in the school we teach 
. them spelling, reading, writifiZ and English grammar ; 
they are tanght tobe chaste and virtuous, and to refraim 
_ frome¢yil and Yearn to do well in all 
SHARP. 
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We, the aeeorne’ poring lived for upwards of 12 
years among the Believers, called Shakers, and for the : 
most part of the time haying acted as nurses for the sick, + 
and having had a fair opportunity of seeing and knowing ) 
all that passed in that line, do certify: that our teaching 
from the elders hath ever been, to deal kindly and ten- 
derly with the sick, and afford them all the ical aid 
in our power ; which counselewe have always been care- 
ful to keep. .And furthermore we certify, that we have 
newsgnnows any of the elgers, at any time, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, try to impose any fraud upon the 
becca to make them believe that they had the power 
of working miracles. Yet they havéralways testified, 
both publicly and privately, their faith in the power of 
God, and their firm belief that the gift of healing was in - 
the church. The truth of this doctrine we have been 
forced to believe, from being eyewitnesses of many aa 
sons, who were recovered, suddenly rel rem 
infirmities and mortal diseases, by the power of God, 
a when hatural means failed, and death seemed to. be ap- 
proaching. To the truth of this we are willing to attest 


in any legal manner. 
MIRIAM WORLEY, 
POLLY DAVIS, 
,.. RACHEL DENNIS. 


41, Samuel Sering, do hereby certify, that about the 
October, 1818, I was a 
typhus fever; ever ptom a , or severa 
to be very beth to and 
sician ; when a person who appeared to have a gilt of 
healing, entered the room, with two of my attendants 

caught me by the hand and raised me up, saying that I 
had a work to do yet on earth, that I must not go yet, 
and many such words full of power ; whereupon and 
from that instant I felt that my fever was febuked, inso- 


much that I lay comfortable in a gentle sweat, all night, 


until the next day, when I. found myself in usual health, 
except some continued a few days.— 


eady to affirm atany time when 
September 6, 1819. _ ‘ SAMUEL SERING. 
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I was about twelve years of age, when I came among 
the ‘Shakers, in the year 1806; and have lived some 
years in the house with the elders that came from the 
east: their treatment to me was upright and just, tender 
and ind ; their godly life and example were the only 
means of establishing me in the faith in which I now 
stand. It has been reported that we are held in bondage 
and ignorance ; as for ae T am bound by my faith 
and love, which is the bond of union. As for ignorance, 
if I am ignorant of the wags of the world, I wish to 
remain so; for [ have determined not to know any 
thing save Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

MILDEN KITCHELL. 


The doctrines said ‘tobe ‘secretly taught in. the firet 


order of the church, and which some have attempted to 
rble out to the world, as if they were disclosing some- 


_ thing that we are unwilling shoultl conie to the light, are 


secret only to such as stop their ears and will nothear, 
or through —. are determined to take up things in 
a false hght. The notion of idolizif or worshipping a 
creature, we abhor ; yet we acknowledge God, manifested 
in the flesh, both in man and woman. We believe in a spi- 
ritual correspondence, of which the natural, is but a figure; 
and hence the work of neration hath placed us un- 
der a joint parentage, which vulgar minds cannot ex- 
lore ; notwithstanding the doctrine is plainly supported 
the whole New Testament. However, in the church 
these things are riot taught, so mu@h in the letter, as b 
the substance. In the real order of the church, there is 
an end to speculative theories, and members know God 
and the things of God, sensibly and byethe 
relation in which they stand. But let them lose that 
relation, their knowledge is gone, and the light, which 
was in them, is turned into darkness. An entrance into 
church relation must imply a separation from that which 
is of the world, and therefore inst the order of the 
church (particularly the first pillars) the heaviest charges 
are exhibited. But why are @he leaders of the society 
called Infidels? Nottrom a denial of Jesus Christ, or 
any of his doctrines, but of antichristian creeds and 
false doctrines; invented by those who-walk after the 
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flesh. Why called Impostors? Not from a boasting 
pretension of their own wisdom or power, but because | 
their evangelical spirit, and the purity of their morals, 
have engaged many to receive them as the ministers of 
Christ, and to confess that God is in them o a truth. 
Why called Worldlings ? Not because they amass 
wealth to themselves; but under their ministry, the 
ple are blessed in their basket, and in their store. Why 
called Tyrants? Not, certainly, from any arbitrary 
authority, which they can exercise in a free country, but 
from that faith and love implanted in their disciples, 
which are stronger than death, and more conducive to 
obedience than all the engines of torture that tyrants 
could everinvent. And that disciple who hath written 
this article, knoweth that the foregoing testimony is true. 


rate 
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APPENDIX. 

In a late publication, entitled ‘ The Belief of the Ra- 
tional Brethren of the West, or, Rational Creed,” printed 
in Cincinnati, 1819, we discéver a h; relating 
to the Shakers, in which it is intimated, that the doctrines 
which they advance, bear so great a resemblance to Sha- 
kerism, that they are even declared to be Shakers !— 
As we conceive that no two things can be more opposite, 
than their Creed, and the faith of the gospel which we 
hold ; in order to correct any mistakes that might exist, 
in meee to our holding such principles, we shall mark 
the distinction. And here we would remark, that in the 
most essential points, they differ nothing from the Ca- 


tholic, or universal Creed, falsely called the‘ Apostle’s 


Creed ; whereas we consider that Creed, a spurious im- 
pe: invented by the Catholic Fathers, in opposition 
o heretics, so called, who in a great measure retained 
the true faith of the pospel. But we proceed to notice 
the principal points of distinction. The Creed saith— 
“ Infinite God is omnipresent,’ of course ‘ there is no such 
“ existing being as a miserable devil.” This is in oppo- 
sition to the ancient heresy, introduced into the world by 
Jesus Christ, supported by his apostles and all the here- 
tics of succeeding and now exhibited by the Sha- 
kers—that is, that there are two opposite natures in man, 
of which the one is true God, and the other very devil. 
This doctrine of two natures, we universally believe. 
Therefore, the omnipresence of tli good Spirit, we deny ; 
for good and evil cannot dwell together. In the flesh 
dwelleth no good thing: then God is not there ; neither is 
he in all the thoughts of the wicked. 
Again—The Creed saith, * Of all destructive imposi- 


tions that were ever invented, none can equal, in evil ef- 


| 
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fects, the belief of a fallen nature. We believe the doc- 
trine of man’s fall, without which there could be no re- | 
surrection. The Rational Brethren say nothing about 
the resurrection, neither a future state >—We believe in | 
both. Not that it was the body that fell, but the soul ; | 
and the same that fell, shall rise again. The soul of man 
fell from his proper lot; by means of a fallen nature, mi- 
nistered through a beast ; which nature is very devil, the 
wicked one, and becometh miserable and tormented, as 
the fire of the gospel is revealed to consume her. The 
Creed saith, that ‘ the light of men is characterised oY the. 
name of Christ. ‘That was “ the true light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world.” That this 
light spoken of, can be no more, nor less, than the actu- 
ating power of God, who operates through the medium of 
the principles of things, called the laws of nature. When 
we receive God, without the obstruction of falsehood 
[i. e. revelation} then we have the Son ; then the cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ is in us ; then isGod’s orderin us, . 
and we in him.’ page 79. i | 

The framers of the Creed have perverted the scri 
tures. According te the testimony of all the prophe 
and of John the Baptist, the whole world lay in the wick- 
ed one; therefore, the true reading of the above text is, 
(To ra gag The true light was.com- 
ing into the world, which lighteth (rarra avSpamw)the whole 
man.” ‘This true light is oné, and manifested in one ; 
; and that one in whom it is manifested, is very Christ ; 
and when we receive that one light, we become one, 
evercoming the wicked one. So when we have put 
the old man, and become good, 
in peace—walk in love—hating even the garment spot- 
| ted by the flesh—then we Crete Son—then is the cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ in us—then is God’s order in us, 
and we in him—then we have eternal life, and the life 
will be the light of men. oe 

We shall now notice their objections against Shaker- 
ism. ‘ The disciples of Shakerism cannot enjoy that 
happiness, best fitted forhuman nature’ Why ‘ Their 
discipline is so extravagantly arduous, in the ~ 
of their fanaticism, that hunian nature is bent out of her 
natural track.’ This we do not contradict. And what 
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will the Rationalist do with it? He professeth the most 
absolute unbelief in miracle, but if he credit his own as- 
sertion, no other argument is necessary to confute his 
infidelity. * Nature, through all the Creed, is his omni- 
present deity, above all = all laws and powers. But 


it would seem that the Shakers are more a match 
for her—that they have bent her, and that quite out of her 
track. Wisdom deseribeth her trac her steps 


take hold-on hell! John, in the isle of Patmos, saw her, 
sitting on many waters—brooding over the nations— 
boasting of her unrivalled dominion. But the event of 
her fall is no vision—not the dream of a fanatic in his 
sequestered cave ; but the statement of a rationalist, in 
the pene city of Cincinnati—that Nature, with all 
her laws and authorities, is overpowered and put down ! 
even by the disciples of Shakerism!—and that in the 
first stages of their exercise! Then, if Nature, or the 
laws of nature are in any respect reversed ee 
it mast rest with the Rationalist to account for the prin- 
ciples upon which it is effected.. And the only cause as- 
signed is, that* Their Elders and leaders are reverenced 
as Gods on earth, th whom certain revelations are 
made ; and the Shakers declare, that many miracles were 
wrought by their leading Mother and Elders.’ This is 
coming to the very point, that it is by faith in a present 


manifestation of , that the inferior poncios of | 
on 


nature are subjected ; which never could e but by 
the rnatural agency andj power of God, ministere 
through earthen vessels, and received by faith. This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that belie- 
veth that Jesus is the Sonof God: And this will lead 
some remarks on which are stated 
ve, as present objects ith, viz. a leading Mother 
and Elders. | 
- The title of Mother, and of Elders, we acknow 
as essential in the manifestation ofthe work of redemp- 
tion : For, as the invisible things of God are clearly un- 
derstood by the things that are made ; so take away the 
mother from” any order of creation, visible or invisible, 
and it must of necessity cease : and the same argument 
will prove that no order can exist but through the Moth- 
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er, and therefore until there was a manifestation of a 
Mother, in the order of neration, that order was nev- 
er established on earth; perfectly distinct from the order | 
of nature. | | 
The title of Mother, in the work of regeneration, is not 
more strange, than that of Father was, in the first appear- | 
ing of Chrst: “This is obvious from the early writers, on 
that subject. “ Observe” said Austin, “ that when in the 
creed the name of God the father is conjoined, it is there- 
. by declared that he was not first of all a God, and after- 
wards a father ; but when thou hearest the word father, 
acknowledge that he hath a son truly born, as he is a , 
possessor who sesseth any thing”—Again, Ruffinus 
saith “when thou hearest the title father, understand 
that he hath a son, whois the image of his substance, for 
as no man is called a lord, unless he hath a servant or a 
possession whom he lordeth it over; and no one is called 
@tnaster, he hath a scholar; so no one can in an 
manner be called a father, unless he hatha son: By this 
name therefore, by which God is called a father, the son 
is also demonstrated to subsist likewise with him.” The 
same exposition is given by almost all others who have | 
had occasion to mention this subject. — . 
All of which equally apply tothe character and office 
of mother® That when thou hearest the title mother, ; 
understand that she hath a daughter, who is the image of ) 
her substance : and moreover when thou hearest the title 


- 


of son or daughter, understand that mother is thereby ' 
demonstrated to subsist likewise, in her proper relation | 


to them. 

| The ancient fathers, however, by their subtle reason- 
ings, on those subjects, ran into absurdities, which total- 
ly a are the beauty and simplicity of the gospel, par- 
ticularly in ascribing to the Son, a personality* distinct : 
from the Father; whereas the doctrine of Christ, was, 
that the Father and Son were one. Now, although we 
acknowledge a leneeng Mother, as before stated, and ad- 
mit that the fulness of the gospel embraceth the corres- 


*St. Augustine being asked who the three were, says: Human learn- | 
, ** three »” not as i t was to the purpose, but somewhat . 
bo cold, not Aug. de Trin, 1.5, c. 9. 
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pondent relation of four, which is different from the v 
ancient doctrine of a trinity of persous; we are not to 
be understood, as meaning any thing more than different 
attributes of the one undivided Deity, in the work of re- 
neration and redemption, which in the end will destroy 
ose distinctions which existin nature, and gather into 
one all things in Christ. For in Christ Jesus there is 
neither male nor female; therefore it is plain to be un- 
derstood, that the leading Mother, in the work of re- 
demption is no distinct person; but that spirit of truth 
which is one with the Father, and proceedeth from the 


+ gee manifested, by the gospel to lead us to 


‘Then, as none can know their real father but by the 
mother, so in accommodation te our conception of thin 
the Spirit of truth is revealed, under that endearing cha- 
racter, as bearing witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God. ‘Therefore that the reader may under- 
stand who is meant by our leading Mother, we insert the 
following poem, which will show that it is a quickeni 
spririt, who to the Jews was revealed under the title o 

isdom : to the first church, under the title of 


’ €omforter ; and lastly, under theappellation, of MoruER; 
bees LOVE. 


is the same as everlasting 


Enrata.—Paive 116, line 19, read from. Presbyterians. 


28> the indictment, was both @ riot and 
assau battery ; ; obtained against Nuthan Sharp 
la 


Thomas Hunt Lewis , only for the latter. 
Page 127, line 34, read the.rest.. 
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q THE VOICE OF WISDOM, OR, MOTHER. 
Through ev 
To save snares of death ; 
In the eternal Father’s throne | 
4 


11. When carnal rites of course must end, 
. And exhibitions 


7. In this vile nature they were eurs’d, 
or was 
- 
et 
8. went forth, 
Fran to north, | 
Thus ated us with | 
at first ; 
9. So furvook the fllen races 
Except im one f | 
That could be mov’d fear: 
y ed 
And as through fear were good, 
10. Luurs’d this little 
| id descen | 
U ; 
And give die Inst sign, 
| 
| 


15. 


>. 17. 


| 13. This or second birth, 
Through all his labours on the earth, 
4 Yet, to destroy the pow'r of sin, 
{ 14. This seeond man, ordain’d to lead, 
{ There had 
tobe m 
And we appear on earth again. 
For as order stood in two, 
The female bad her part do 
4 To drive the dragon his seat ; 
No female Tanke” 
| 
: 16. Twelve hundred years I now did wait, 
While 
| be led ; 
To stop beast in his career, | 
To to an Pa. 
av’ns and earth in one ; 
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Poem. 


19. That which I did possess, 
To tei and show the woman’s loss, 


To her fit born she did impart 


_ And did ascend in royal state, 
And heav’n receiv’d the Bride, 
For Christ the Lamb a | 


41. The birth * 
order of the second “tg 


= | 
| Who ever do redemption find. 
| 20. She did perform thé woman’s part, | 
The of 
‘The Seil of fiesh she laid aside, 
| 
And thus th’ eteroal Mother: saith, 
such on shen pleasant path, 
«Yea, ouch as always hated me, 
22, This union of the Lamb and Bride, } 
To judge the world in righteousness. . 
And now, to clote my plait address: 
Truth in all ages is ) g 
Shei the Lard, yor 4. 
She wasn Bow of man, 
Behold the two great rivera meet.’ (* Exeke xivii, 9.) F 
tor 
We own in hee sapreditet, | A 
— 
a OC it not, 
As it is 20, 0 let _ Amen. ‘= 
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We, whose names are annexed, ha¥ing perused the fore- 
going information from. the church, and discovering a 
eficiency of testimony relating to our sex; and par- 
ticularly concerning our being held in bondage, con- 
to as and desire—humbly present to the 
public the following statement of facts: : 
That the common concerning people, 
that they are held: in is false 
or that they are compelled to work and slave themselves, 
to su older ones in idleness, or prevented from read- 


i a thing else to which their faith 
Cc as. t our sex, have 
been more or less since we received the 
of gory so clamorous, as te 
excite@he preten many poor mortals, 
who have fate hither wth their clubs, to in at liberty ; 
offering their service to burn and destroy our habitations 
—as if we were ge j in a nunnery, under the controul 
of some old monk, as if. we wished to be released 
from our present mafiner of life. ae 
Now, we do certify and declare, that we ever have con- 
inch as an insult on earns ter, 
and the ter, of you people neral, belonging 
to the ; who frean their chtidhot have been taught 


‘to read the holy scriptures, and have had every pri 


of judging from the example of their parents and teach- 

ers, an society in general, com with the doc- 

trines and ways rest of mankind ;—that to say — 

that many young free-born citizens ure held here in bona 

age, ig a8 much 
E 
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ii Supplement. 
society are a set of hypocti po - to the 
gospel, while their greatest feeling and fa be 
se at .in the common course of wickedness in 
the d ;—this we 4 false, and is 
of our character, and the sincerity of our faith and pro- 
fession, contrary to the most pointed evidence that could 
be given ; for we do eertify, such efus as were youth 
children when the gospel first 
were as free as our parents, in point of faith‘ind obedi 


eence to the dictates of conscience ; and the greatest part, 
«from our inward conviction, desired the prividege-of 


ing our sins, and gathering into the order, 
where we knew. there was protection from all evil, for 

own conviction and choice that we tg our teach- 
ing, which we knew in our consciences for our bene- 


‘fit, both here and hereafter. And we do know, from our 


experience, that it is for children to obey their pa- 
ch is the first “th 
ise ; and the love and goodness of God, which we 
pes ary have wrought in us that faith, which 
we would not exchange for mountains 


ceivers, pretending 
ebedience, is false. 
well as others, where the distinction 
ceivers, and the true ministers and followers of Christ. 


, « By their fruits ye shall know them.” When we have 


every possible evidence that can be 
have the rule over and watch for our souls, are blame- 
leas and harmless, ean we they 

es them 


are what they are, and why should we not 


very highly love for thetr works’sake? As longas.we 
ve the scriptures, We must believe that deceivers are 
those who profess to knew God, anduin their works.deny 
ery Lord, Lord, and not de the things 
that tanght. Such never-had the power of God 


pes the faith which we have.recejved, upon 

the most certain evidence, we can never lose ; but it will : | 

be a savor of life unto life as lofig as we ebeyit, or of 4 

death unte death to such as violate it. 
Moreover, the idea that we are imposed upon by de- : 
| 

| 


to salvation,to ministerjagnd therefore they cannot deceive 


us. But they that ry they comtiandments of Christ, 


and walk as he walked, have the power of God to quicken: 


both soul and body, and we know it ; and we have a right / 


to love and reverence God, wherever He is manifested : 


comparison. 
u 


but it is false, to say, that we render that obedience or 

t to any Man, Which is due to the Atmicurr: but 
if we love not our teacher whom we have seen, how can 
we love God whom we have not.seen? Those who are 


rs to our experience, are liable to form wrong ima- 
by com ing us to themonastic orders of the 
rch ¢ a reality there is no ground of 


e grant that many might have been im- 


indeed ; to be forced, contrary to theif choice, 
to live a life of chastity and continence, for which their 
parents never set then the example: but this is no rea- 


_ son Why wé should not live a chaste and virtuous life, of 


choice, and by virtue of our own. faith. We never 
sprung from a church that was formed by priesteraft, or 
supported by the agthority of kings or popes ; but froma 
free people, who individually follow the light and con- 
viction of their Own Conscience according to the test of 
scripture, and the experience of the most virtuous in all 
ages. Such as waht something whereunto to liken us, 
may look at an account given by John Wesley, of a peo- 
ple who in ages were hated and persecuted by the 
church of Réme. See the Testimony of Christ’s Second 
Appearing, p. 874, where the following quotation is ta- 
Ken from Wesley’s Christian Library, concerning those 
called heretics. ““ Not a few of them renounced the sa- 
tisfaction of matrimony, lived sisigle, forsvok all, buried 
themselves ity poor cottages, studied the scriptures, con- 


‘templated heaven, and thus lived to'God alone. Thou- 


sands of their virgins freely dedicated themselves to God, 
and would be married to nore but him: and though many 


timés they were tempted by rich fortunes, yet nothing 
could alter their 


An account of the same characters may be seen in- 
Wright’s Martyrol 


ogy, vol. 1, p. 21, &e. quoted in the 
$; whereit may be seen, that the prin- 


by the inventions of priestcraft, and com- 
er. parents to live a solitary life. is was 


~ 
4 
j 
= 
| 
| 
| 
Lia 
| | 
| 
\ 
™~ 
5 
| 
| 
j 


iv Supplement. 


‘cipal cause of persecuti theipristians. i was their ab- 
from fleshl which war inst the soul ; 
for which thousands were treated by eir persecutors — 


with baseness and brutality, too horrid and indecent to 
be repeated. And now; when the substance of that glory 
red. ly (for the hope of which they freely suffered) 1s 
revealed to us, and. we have thankfully ‘received it, the 
same persecuting spirit must us with the false 
aspersion, that we are deceived, or compelled to d y 
ourselves of what this lost world calls pleasure. This 
we consider as a groundless slander, not only on goceates 
b are said to be divested of all suitable regard for their 

pring, 


cretion to 


but on such of us as are come to years of dis- 
discern beween good and evil, and to choose 


for 
Pring. our.sex as may have abused their privilege in 


gospel, and turned again to the beggar! elements 
of the world, may: pretend that we 


chance with men, of leaving the Seciety, if we were so 


minded... But the falsity of this idea is too plain, to al- 
low it thesleast credit, when we see that hundreds are 
ready, even without an invitation, togelp any that wish 
to go. Such as have been unfaithful, aa turned again, 
like the sow that is washed, to her wallowing in the mire, 
can give no true account of that faith which is founded 
in revelation, and hath respect to a treasure in,heaven ; 
neither do they know an ne about the feelings of those 
who freely dom to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
According to the word of God, we believe that the first 
woman was iled by the serpent, and. received a i 
sonous nature from him, by which she lost her true free- 
dom, and involved hersélf and all her unhappy daughters 
in bondage toe that nature which she ministered to. the 


man, as it is written—-1 will greatly multiply thy sor-* 


row and thy conception ; in sorrow shalt thou ing 
forth children, and thy desire Shall be subject to thy hus- 
band, and he shall. rule over thee.” -Now, under this 
curse, our unhappy sex have lain for almost six thousand 
years, in bondage and suffering, and under abuse which 
might make the reason of man to blush, while the efforts 
of thousands to regain their mene: yal 
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cence, only subjected to sufferings. Thou- ' 


the man Christ Jesus, have been encouraged to hope for | 
deliverance, and to sacrifice their lives rather than their 
innocence and virtue ; but still our unhappy sex were 
lacking for example and ction from their own opde 
and therefore our nee freedom never was gained till 
the present day ; till through the kindness and love of 
. God, our Saviour, revealed in the person of our blessed 
Mother, we are become the heirs of that equal redemp- 
tion which was purchased for all souls by the precious 
blood of the Son of God, and which was to be revealed 
‘i: curse and bondage brought upon us trans- 
mf gression of the first woman ; as the sae tified 
concerning this great and last day of redempti Then 
shall the virgin rejoit in the dance, for Iwill turn 
rejor ir sorrows :” which pro 
ulfilled, 
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“ that we no longer live the rest of our time in 
the flesh, to the lusts of men, but to the will of God :” and 
being delivered from that which was the first foundation 
cause of our sorrows, the promise. of God was “ "ya I 
will build thee and thou shall be built, O virgin of Israel : 
thou shalt again be adorned with thy timbrels, and shalt 
forth in the dances of them that make merry.” There- 
ore, from the plainest evidence of scripture, reason and 
rience, we can confidently assert, that we are not the 
children of the bond woman, but of the free; that being 
of lawful age; we are free souls to go where we choose, 
and follow our faith and conscience without interrup- 
tion from any: but knowing assuredly that the day 
of our redemption is come, that the gospel which we | 
have received, is the only abiding source of ‘true happi- 
ness to soul or body, and that, under the protection 
ry of our proper Jead and headship, we are saved in the 
present tense, from the foundation cause of ail evil, it 
is our free choice find determination to stand fast im 


the een ponents our precious Mother hath made | 
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| 
hroug our proper it 
to take up our Ure SHU Mature Ut SIT, 


> 
vi _ Supplement. 
us free, and be ho more entangi@l with the yoke of bon- 
of to those who sincerely obey the faith the gos- 
l, as |. now ininistered in its fulness, we feel no t 

spirit, which hath so 
falst and trampled apon the rights 
privileges our sex: and fally believing that civil rulers 


present day, can never be re u the 
clamours of the lewd and vulgar, to deny us of 
conscience, and the free Pr. 2 of our faith, we would 
forever release the public from any further trouble on our 
account, by way of riot or lawless mobs; and humbly 
gabmit. this plain statement of facts to the consideration 


of all, the trath of which, hundreds can attest, Wreqaived, 
subsc our 


and togwhich we voluntaril of 
names, In other, this 
tember, 18/9. 


Sally Baler, Duncan, 

Betsey Dunlavey, 
Lucy Faith, — 
Mary Graham, 


olly Hollaway, 
Sally Hotlaway 


Malinda Kitchell, 
Matilda 


| 
Patsey Bedle, Holla ’ 
Ruth Brown, | 
| Jane Buchanan, | 
| Polly Davis, Prudence Johnson, 
\ Eunice Dennis, Patty Kimble, 


Susanna Liddil, Molly Sering, | 
_Nancy Sering, 
Vincy M‘Nemar, Sally Sharp, 
Mancy M‘Nemar, Lois Spinning, 
Nancy Millikin, Lovina Spining, 
Morrell, 
& Morrell, Phebe 
Elizabeth Morris, Molly Stout, + 
Susanna Stout, . 
Axubah Arteama. 
| Clarissa Patterson, 
Harriet Roberts, Joanna 
Nancy Rollins, Mary West, 
Rollins, Olive West, 
a Seely, Worley. 
| Almana Sering;, 
| of Kies, in the foregoing infor- 4 
reason for inserting aay thing of the Kind, i to | 
that the gospel firet and last hath been communicated 49 
The apostles, who were the meckest of men, used! 
tht they have they might trstin the eh, 
7 emaiand But what things were gain to us, those we have counted ee 
os loss for Christ. Phil, Chap, 
Eanata.—Page 15% line 26, for teacher read student. 
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